
Draft EIS Comments and Responses

App endix K



 



 

Final EIS Appendix K – Draft EIS Comments and Responses K-i 
June 2013  

K.  DRAFT EIS COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
  

  

Item Code Item Name 
 
Federal Agency  
F-001 U.S. Department of Interior ................................................................................................................ 1 
F-002 Environmental Protection Agency ...................................................................................................... 5 
F-003 NOAA NW Fisheries Science Center ............................................................................................... 14 
F-004 NOAA Project Planning and Management ....................................................................................... 23 
F-005 U.S. Air Force ................................................................................................................................... 26 
  
State Agency  
S-001 Department of Natural Resources .................................................................................................... 32 
S-002 Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation ........................................................................ 34 
  
Local Agency or Organization  
L-001 Port of Everett .................................................................................................................................. 35 
L-002 Island Co. Board of Commissioners ................................................................................................. 37 
L-003 Island County Economic Development Council ................................................................................ 39 
L-004 Community Transit ........................................................................................................................... 40 
L-005 City of Mukilteo ................................................................................................................................. 47 
L-006 City of Everett Planning and Community Development .................................................................... 57 
L-007 Skagit/Island County Transportation Planning Organization ............................................................ 59 
L-008 Port of South Whidbey ..................................................................................................................... 64 
  
Tribe  
T-001 Suquamish Tribe .............................................................................................................................. 65 
T-002 Tulalip Tribes .................................................................................................................................... 67 
T-003 Skagit River System Cooperative ..................................................................................................... 69 
  
Individual  
I-001 Raymond, Amy ................................................................................................................................. 71 
I-002 Tamura, Anna .................................................................................................................................. 72 
I-003 Fariss-Bateman, Barbara ................................................................................................................. 73 
I-004 Rowlands, Bill ................................................................................................................................... 74 
I-005 Richardson, Bob ............................................................................................................................... 75 
I-006 Green, Brian ..................................................................................................................................... 76 
I-007 Kline, David ...................................................................................................................................... 77 
I-008 Hinz, Diane ....................................................................................................................................... 78 
I-009 Van Winkle, Don 1............................................................................................................................ 79 
I-010 Jacobson, Eldon ............................................................................................................................... 80 
I-011 Buehler, George 1 ............................................................................................................................ 81 
I-012 Skelton, Grant .................................................................................................................................. 82 
I-013 Seligson, Hal .................................................................................................................................... 83 
I-014 Dickman, Jeff ................................................................................................................................... 85 
I-015 Finrow, Jerry .................................................................................................................................... 86 
I-016 Agnew, Jim ....................................................................................................................................... 87 
I-017 Lussmyer, John ................................................................................................................................ 88 
I-018 Greenfield, Keven 1.......................................................................................................................... 89 
I-019 Kirk, Kristin ....................................................................................................................................... 91 
I-020 Finlay, Leanne 1 ............................................................................................................................... 93 



 

Final EIS Appendix K – Draft EIS Comments and Responses K-ii 
June 2013  

I-021 Rice, Lyle ......................................................................................................................................... 94 
I-022 Besch, Michael ................................................................................................................................. 95 
I-023 Larsen, Nathan ................................................................................................................................. 96 
I-024 Gregory, Norman and Clarice .......................................................................................................... 97 
I-025 Spencer, Pat .................................................................................................................................... 98 
I-026 Burke, Patricia J ............................................................................................................................... 99 
I-027 Francisco, Patricia .......................................................................................................................... 100 
I-028 Thornton, Phil ................................................................................................................................. 101 
I-029 Burke, Richard ............................................................................................................................... 102 
I-030 Anderson, Scott .............................................................................................................................. 103 
I-031 Hicks, Suzanne .............................................................................................................................. 104 
I-032 Wheeler, Ted 1 ............................................................................................................................... 105 
I-033 Gill, Thomas ................................................................................................................................... 106 
I-034 Coulter, Tim .................................................................................................................................... 107 
I-035 Leahy, Tom .................................................................................................................................... 108 
I-036 Lowery, Tom .................................................................................................................................. 109 
I-037 Derks, Vicki .................................................................................................................................... 110 
I-038 Payne, Anne ................................................................................................................................... 112 
I-039 Anonymous 1 ................................................................................................................................. 113 
I-040 Anonymous 2 ................................................................................................................................. 114 
I-041 Anonymous 3 ................................................................................................................................. 115 
I-042 Anonymous 4 ................................................................................................................................. 116 
I-043 Anonymous 5 ................................................................................................................................. 117 
I-044 Anonymous 6 ................................................................................................................................. 118 
I-045 Anonymous 7 ................................................................................................................................. 119 
I-046 Anonymous 8 ................................................................................................................................. 120 
I-047 Faris-Bateman, Barbara ................................................................................................................. 121 
I-048 Nichols, Betty ................................................................................................................................. 122 
I-049 Pancerzewski, Charlie .................................................................................................................... 123 
I-050 Filion, Cheri 1 ................................................................................................................................. 125 
I-051 Filion, Cheryl .................................................................................................................................. 126 
I-052 Adams-Taylor, Cheryl ..................................................................................................................... 128 
I-053 Schmalz, Christine ......................................................................................................................... 130 
I-054 Gordou, Curt .................................................................................................................................. 132 
I-055 Christensen, Dale 1 ........................................................................................................................ 133 
I-056 Christensen, Dale 2 ........................................................................................................................ 134 
I-057 Townsan, T. Dale ........................................................................................................................... 135 
I-058 Hoogerwerf, Dave 1 ....................................................................................................................... 136 
I-059 Enell, Dean ..................................................................................................................................... 138 
I-060 Stahr, Dorothy ................................................................................................................................ 140 
I-061 Hofius, Doug .................................................................................................................................. 141 
I-062 Drewien, Fred ................................................................................................................................. 142 
I-063 Buehler, George 2 .......................................................................................................................... 143 
I-064 Price Johnson, Helen 1 .................................................................................................................. 144 
I-065 Price Johnson, Helen 2 .................................................................................................................. 145 
I-066 Solkey, Ivan .................................................................................................................................... 147 
I-067 Payne, James ................................................................................................................................ 149 
I-068 Morris, Jay ...................................................................................................................................... 150 
I-069 Skerlong, Jean ............................................................................................................................... 151 
I-070 Hayes, John ................................................................................................................................... 152 
I-071 Wichert, Karen 1 ............................................................................................................................ 154 
I-072 Kortlever, Ken ................................................................................................................................ 155 
I-073 Greenfield, Keven 2........................................................................................................................ 156 
I-074 Finlay, Leanne 2 ............................................................................................................................. 158 



 

Final EIS Appendix K – Draft EIS Comments and Responses K-iii 
June 2013  

I-075 McCauley, Libby ............................................................................................................................. 159 
I-076 Cruise, Leo ..................................................................................................................................... 160 
I-077 Massey ........................................................................................................................................... 161 
I-078 Marine, Joe .................................................................................................................................... 162 
I-079 Clyburn, Michael 1.......................................................................................................................... 164 
I-080 Clyburn, Michael 2.......................................................................................................................... 165 
I-081 Bennett, Barbara L. ........................................................................................................................ 167 
I-082 Taylor, Tim ..................................................................................................................................... 169 
I-083 Waddell, Nancy 1 ........................................................................................................................... 170 
I-084 Waddell, Nancy 2 ........................................................................................................................... 171 
I-085 Webb, Norman ............................................................................................................................... 172 
I-086 Pomeroy, Ritchard.......................................................................................................................... 173 
I-087 Shulkind, Robert ............................................................................................................................. 174 
I-088 Roehuett, Rod ................................................................................................................................ 175 
I-089 Lee, Ron ......................................................................................................................................... 176 
I-090 Dang, Tam ..................................................................................................................................... 177 
I-091 Van Riper, Roy ............................................................................................................................... 178 
I-092 Ames, Scott C. ............................................................................................................................... 179 
I-093 Oakes, Suzann ............................................................................................................................... 180 
I-094 Wheeler, Ted 2 ............................................................................................................................... 181 
I-095 Clark, Terry .................................................................................................................................... 182 
I-096 Preshaw, Terry ............................................................................................................................... 183 
I-097 Sankey, Terry ................................................................................................................................. 184 
I-098 Rudd, Ulla ...................................................................................................................................... 185 
I-099 Nielson, Peter ................................................................................................................................. 186 
I-100 Gottuso, Nicholas ........................................................................................................................... 187 
I-101 Hassrick, Matthew .......................................................................................................................... 188 
I-102 Filion, Cheri 2 ................................................................................................................................. 189 
I-103 Viertel, Bill ...................................................................................................................................... 190 
I-104 Schram, F.R. .................................................................................................................................. 193 
I-105 Casselman, E. Scott ....................................................................................................................... 194 
I-106 Van Winkle, Don 2.......................................................................................................................... 196 
I-107 Prokorym, Ray ............................................................................................................................... 198 
I-108 Bushner, Paige ............................................................................................................................... 199 
I-109 Greenfield, Mary ............................................................................................................................. 201 
I-110 Hintzman, Ardyth ............................................................................................................................ 202 
I-111 Bushner, Caroline........................................................................................................................... 203 
I-112 Peck, Daryl ..................................................................................................................................... 204 
I-113 Rosenfelt, Cindy ............................................................................................................................. 205 
I-114 Merriman, Dean ............................................................................................................................. 206 
I-115 Filion-Young, Denise ...................................................................................................................... 208 
I-116 Adams Taylor, Cheryl 2 .................................................................................................................. 209 
I-117 Hoogerwerf, Dave 2 ....................................................................................................................... 211 
I-118 Ira, George ..................................................................................................................................... 213 
I-119 Douglas, Joan ................................................................................................................................ 214 
I-120 Califano, Mark ................................................................................................................................ 216 
I-121 Roehnelt, Sylvia ............................................................................................................................. 217 
I-122 Howe, David ................................................................................................................................... 218 
I-123 Simpson, Barbara .......................................................................................................................... 219 
I-124 Wichert, Karen 2 ............................................................................................................................ 221 
I-125 Baron, Michael ............................................................................................................................... 223 
I-126 Knickerbocker, Rocky ..................................................................................................................... 225 
I-127 Nishida, Felix .................................................................................................................................. 227 
I-128 Clotfelter, Dick ................................................................................................................................ 228 



 

Final EIS Appendix K – Draft EIS Comments and Responses K-iv 
June 2013  

I-129 Young, Sharyn ............................................................................................................................... 229 
I-130 Enell, Dean 2 .................................................................................................................................. 231 
I-131 Decker, Scott .................................................................................................................................. 233 
I-132 Huxford, Kris .................................................................................................................................. 238 
I-133 Kessler, Patricia ............................................................................................................................. 241 
I-134 Brocard, Norman & Elisa Miller ...................................................................................................... 245 
I-135 Renee Ripley .................................................................................................................................. 247 
I-136 Kevin Stoltz and Steve Schmalz .................................................................................................... 249 
I-137 Maury Hood .................................................................................................................................... 256 



Page 1

F-001-001

Thank you for identifying your primary concern centering around the

protection of habitats for marbled murrelets, and for identifying issues

related to other species and habitats. The Final EIS includes the

Biological Assessment prepared by WSDOT and FTA, addressing

threatened and endangered species, and the resulting Biological Opinion

issued by the Services. 
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F-001-002

The stressors identified have been further discussed in the Final EIS

section 4.12, Ecosystems, the Ecosystems Discipline Report, and the

Biological Assessment and Biological Opinion documents. Please see

the responses to your more detailed comments below.

 

F-001-003

WSDOT and FTA appreciate the suggestions related to selecting

alternatives that provide opportunities to improve shoreline and

nearshore habitat. The Preferred Alternative, a modified version of the

Elliot Point 2 Alternative, is the build alternative with the smallest amount

of overwater cover. In addition, the Preferred Alternative will remove the

Mukilteo Tank Farm Pier and associated creosote-treated timber piles,

as well as the existing ferry terminal, reducing overwater cover by about

three acres.  Part of an existing berm will also be dredged. Removal of

the pier will also allow for more natural transport of sediment along the

shoreline. WSDOT found that the Preferred Alternative provided the best

balance of benefits including the opportunity to remove the Tank Farm

Pier. 

 

F-001-004

The Final EIS includes additional analysis of this issue in the Biological

Assessment (Appendix L to the Final EIS); in section 4.8, Hazardous

Materials, and the Hazardous Materials Discipline Report; and in section

4.11, Water Resources. The Preferred Alternative will remove the Tank

Farm Pier and existing terminal, and associated creosote-treated timber

piles and decking, eliminating a potential source of contamination in the

environment. Piles will be removed to prevent resuspension of creosote.

A plan will be developed to address creosote-treated timber removal and

BMPs will be implemented to minimize the spread of sediments and

broken pilings during pile removal (Draft EIS p. 4-130, 4-170 and Final

EIS sections 4.8 and 4.11.4).
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The project will dredge a navigation channel through a sediment mound

that has accumulated underneath the Tank Farm Pier. Initial testing of

the sediments revealed locations with levels of contamination above

dredge disposal limits. Any contaminated sediments will be handled and

disposed of appropriately to prevent the potential resuspension of

contaminated material in Possession Sound (see Final EIS sections

4.8.4 and 4.8.7 for Hazardous Materials and 4.11.4 and 4.11.7 for Water

Resources). Dredging will only occur during construction and will not be

necessary during project operation.

The Biological Assessment for the project also provided a detailed

description of stormwater treatment for the project and evaluated the

potential for pollutants in stormwater to exceed the biological effect

thresholds.

 

F-001-005

As noted above, final design and permitting will confirm the details of

stormwater treatment facilities for the project, but the project anticipates

enhanced stormwater treatment that removes greater levels of dissolved

metals from stormwater runoff than basic treatment for the majority of the

site. The Biological Assessment for the project also provided a detailed

description of stormwater treatment for the project and evaluated the

potential for pollutants in stormwater to exceed the biological effect

thresholds.

Stormwater facilities will be designed to avoid potentially contaminated

soils and groundwater. Additional testing for contaminated materials on

the Tank Farm property will take place prior to construction. Construction

activities in areas with potential hazardous materials are discussed in

Final EIS section 4.8. Any contaminated material encountered during

construction will be handled and disposed of according to applicable

permits and regulations.
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Low-Impact Development measures will continue to be considered

during Final Design.

 

F-001-006

Dredging for the project is described above in the response to comment

F-001-004. Dredging will only occur during construction, and any

contaminated materials within the dredge prism will be disposed of

according to applicable permits and regulations. Maintenance dredging

will not be required.

 

F-001-007

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT and FTA have continued Section

4(f) coordination with the Department of the Interior to prepare the Final

EIS and the Final Section 4(f) evaluation. The final Section 4(f)

Evaluation is Appendix I of the Final EIS.  WSDOT and FTA coordinated

with parties with jurisdiction over Section 4(f) resources in conducting

this evaluation.  The Final Section 4(f) Evaluation includes copies of

coordination and other supporting documents.
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F-002-001

Thank you for providing your comments, EIS rating, and suggestions for

WSDOT and FTA to consider in developing this project and its Final

EIS.  We address your concerns in the following responses to Enclosure

1 - Detailed Comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project Draft EIS. 

WSDOT and FTA considered EPA’s comments when identifying a

modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred

Alternative.  The Final EIS has been updated with additional information

on mitigation measures for the Preferred Alternative, including design

and avoidance measures incorporated to avoid or minimize impacts, and

other measures to minimize or offset the severity of impacts that cannot

be avoided.
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F-002-002

Thank you for providing EPA's perspective on how the various attributes

of the alternatives affect environmental performance.  WSDOT and its

partner agencies used a similar process to help identify the Preferred

Alternative, which included a number of design modifications and

refinements to help improve overall environmental performance. 

Additional information on the refinements is provided in Chapter 2 of the

Final EIS.  Many of EPA's suggested best management practices, low

impact development approaches, and other impact minimization

measures have also been incorporated either as project assumptions or

as measures to be considered as final design and permitting phases of

the project continue.  The only suggested element not incorporated was

an extension east to include the daylighting of Japanese Creek; the

project instead was seeking the most compact footprint possible to allow

the Port, the City of Mukilteo and others to explore opportunities to

create open space or other uses on the remaining tank farm property

and waterfront area.
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F-002-003

While some locations with residual concentrations in excess of the site's

approved clean up levels have been found, WSDOT's plan for the site is

intended to balance the potential benefits of removal of contaminants

with the need to avoid construction within known archaeological sites. 

WSDOT has also responded to public comments encouraging the most

compact footprint achievable, which leaves larger areas of the Mukilteo

Tank Farm property available for other uses.  The Final EIS provides

additional details about WSDOT's commitments to work with Ecology to

determine a plan for managing hazardous materials within the areas to

be developed for the Preferred Alternative.  It is important to note that

the Air Force's environmental research and documents,

including previous agreements with Ecology for cleanup, as well

as WSDOT's investigation and analysis that include additional sediment

sampling and characterization, have not revealed high levels of

contamination that pose risks to ecosystems or endangered species. 

However, the Final EIS continues to identify mitigation measures

addressing impacts considering the potential for contamination to

remain. 

 

F-002-004

Some of the sediment sampling depths did extend into the areas within

the dredge prism, and are near the depth of the project's excavation. 

While this is not the full extent of sampling that would be needed for a

permitted action, it was designed to help inform the EIS's discussion of

potential impacts and management measures that may be required.  The

range of analytes examined also included chemicals used in munitions,

and no detectable levels were found.  The Final EIS also includes the

final Sediment Sampling and Analysis report, which EPA reviewed and

commented on during the Final EIS preparation process.  As the Final

EIS reports, the array of samples taken did not show high levels of

contamination or reasons to suspect that sediments at deeper levels

would have substantially different chemistry.  WSDOT will obtain permits
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for dredging and dredge disposal, and will abide by the permit

requirements.  In fact, many of the anticipated mitigation measures and

Best Management Practices have already been incorporated within the

Final EIS's analysis of the dredging, pile removal, and other sediment-

disturbing activities that will be conducted.  WSDOT has also advanced

the planning for the additional sampling and testing that will be required

for the project's permitting phases.  The Final EIS's Hazardous Materials

Discipline Report provides an extended discussion of the sediment

sampling in conjunction with the proposed dredging activities. 

 

F-002-005

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the use of low impact

development /green stormwater infrastructure on the Mukilteo

Multimodal Project. These and other measures are noted as potential

stormwater management measures and will continue to be considered

during final design, including for buildings within the facility. The

Preferred Alternative provides several opportunities to take advantage of

low impact development principles, although the presence of

archaeological sites and locations with potentially contaminated soils

may preclude some measures.  As described in section 4.11, Water

Resources, of the Final EIS drainage systems for new pollutant-

generating impervious surfaces could potentially utilize bioretention

facilities or comparable facilities to treat runoff from areas subject to

vehicular traffic.

Although the possibility of encountering hazardous materials may limit

the use of bioretention and infiltration, it may be possible to line or design

them in a way to prevent suspension and transport of pollutants in the

soil.  The Final EIS Hazardous Materials Discipline Report and Final EIS

section 4.8, Hazardous Materials, provides additional details.  During

final design, WSDOT will also consider the use of porous paving where

applicable.  

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project

Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 10

F-002-006

The proposed project will change the location of the ferry, but the

number of ferry vessels will remain the same as today.  The cumulative

effects of the ferry emissions will also remain the same as today or get

better over time as newer ferry vessels have cleaner emissions.  The

same is true for vehicles waiting for the ferry.  In the worst-case

scenario, about 20 percent of the vehicles will idle while waiting for the

ferry.  These emissions will be reduced as vehicles become cleaner over

time, which will reduce the potential exposure to emissions for ferry

workers at the toll booths and loading dock. Section 4.7, Air Quality, of

the Final EIS has been revised to include this information.

 

F-002-007

WSDOT's decision about ferry operations and fleet or vessel

improvements are made on a systems basis. While WSDOT is

continuing to improve the environmental performance of the system, the

suggested measures are not related to a specific impact due to this

project and therefore have not been incorporated as mitigation

commitments. However, WSDOT is open to continued discussions with

the PSCAA on these and other measures.

 

F-002-008

The Final EIS provides additional analysis and discussion of noise

impacts to aquatic species, as discussed in section 4.12.4, Ecosystems

construction impacts. The project will comply with any minimization

measures developed during consultation with NOAA Fisheries Service

and USFWS in compliance with the ESA, the Magnuson-Stevens Act,

and Marine Mammal Protection Act. The EIS process has included

coordination with NOAA Fisheries and USFWS and resulted in the

Biological Assessment included in the Final EIS, which addressed noise

in additional detail, leading to the Biological Opinion by the services. The

measures identified in the Biological Opinion will be included in the

Record of Decision. The project would also meet the permit
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requirements of local, state, and federal agencies with jurisdiction over

aquatic lands and shoreline areas; these permits typically include

commonly applied mitigation measures or BMPs as well as project-

specific mitigation requirements, including for noise.

Noise impacts would be minimized and mitigated to the extent possible.

Measures would include scheduling in-water work during appropriate

wildlife windows, monitoring for marine mammal and selected bird

presence before and during construction, using installation techniques

such as vibratory hammers instead of impact pile driving to reduce noise

generation whenever possible, using lower level warning sounds and

ramping up noise to warn wildlife of pending noise increases, and using

bubble curtains or other devices to attenuate unavoidable noise

generation as appropriate.

 

F-002-009

Thank you for providing comments on the sediment sampling plan. 

Although the plan was not part of the published Draft EIS, its resulting

Sediment Sampling and Analysis Report has been included with the

Final EIS.  WSDOT and FTA considered EPA's comments before

finalizing the plan. 
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F-003-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project's Draft

EIS, and for participating in discussions with WSDOT and FTA to resolve

your concerns about potential impacts to the lab. WSDOT and FTA look

forward to continued coordination with NOAA and the Northwest

Fisheries Science Center's (NWFSC) Mukilteo Research Station as the

project moves forward.

Chapter 4 of the Final EIS contains an updated discussion of

environmental impacts and mitigation for the Preferred Alternative (a

modified version of Elliot Point 2), including additional information about

impacts to water quality in the vicinity of the lab and its intake systems.

WSDOT and FTA have also provided additional technical documents to

NOAA at a meeting on November 20, 2012. These included (among

others) the results of detailed hydrodynamic modeling that looked at

long-term water quality effects due to waves, wind, propeller action and

currents; an assessment of water quality impacts during construction;

and the results of sediment sampling in offshore areas that the project

will disturb. This information indicates that the Preferred Alternative,

which would have a dock closer to the lab than Elliot Point 1 but further

than the existing dock, would be unlikely to create water quality impacts

that would affect NOAA’s saltwater intake. The Final EIS has further

details on WSDOT's mitigation commitments to avoid impacts to NOAA's

operations, which include coordinating with NOAA during final design,

permitting and construction phases. Many of the areas of concern to

NOAA are subject to specific permits from the City of Mukilteo and

others, and this provides an additional opportunity for WSDOT to involve

NOAA in project development as permit-required conditions and controls

are defined. As you may know, WSDOT’s mitigation commitments will be

detailed in and made conditions of any Record of Decision that FTA

issues for the project. Your detailed comments are addressed in the

following responses.
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F-003-002

As discussed in section 4.11 of the Final EIS, water quality at the

saltwater intake system for the NOAA Mukilteo Research Station is not

expected to be affected by major construction activities, such as

demolition of the existing terminal, or the construction of a new terminal

under any build alternative, including the Existing Site Improvement

Alternative. WSDOT will coordinate with NOAA in construction planning

and permitting to define in detail the procedures and measures that

could be used to avoid impacting the quality of the saltwater intake and

related laboratory activities. Mitigation options could include testing the

intake quality, coordinated scheduling of construction activities with

saltwater intake times, or using alternative sources for clean saltwater

during the periods of highest activity. The Final EIS contains additional

details on mitigation commitments for the project. Although these are

focused on the Preferred Alternative, they would be applicable to all

alternatives.

Compared to the Elliot Point alternatives, the Existing Site Improvements

Alternative would involve more changes to the local street network, more

construction in areas closer to NOAA, and more impacts to general

public parking, but WSDOT would maintain NOAA's ability to access the

site for all street vehicles, including long vehicles and trailer

combinations.

Construction activities for all alternatives, including the Existing Site

Improvements, would generate noise and vibration, typically during

daytime hours.  As presented in section 4.3 of the Final EIS, there will be

general construction noise and vibration impacts during activities such as

demolition, pile driving and road construction.  Although at times the

construction noise would be noticeable to people in the immediate

vicinity, our analysis concluded that noise and vibration levels will not

exceed federal annoyance criteria under any alternative.

Mukilteo Multimodal Project

Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 16

To determine impacts associated with air quality, the Final EIS analyzed

intersections throughout the vicinity, including areas where new

intersections would be created by the project; no locations would exceed

levels allowed under national air quality standards under any alternative. 

During construction, there may be some temporary, localized impacts to

air quality under any alternative, as identified in section 4.7 of the Final

EIS.  To minimize these impacts, WSDOT will implement a variety of

mitigation measures described in the Final EIS. In addition, WSDOT will

continue to coordinate with NOAA through final design, permitting and

construction of the selected alternative to avoid noise, vibration or air

quality impacts to NOAA’s operations.

 

F-003-003

WSDOT has conducted detailed analysis of potential water quality

impacts for all alternatives, as documented in the Hydrodynamic and

Sediment Transport Modeling Study (Coast & Harbor 2013), which is a

reference document to the Final EIS. The modeling study concluded that

none of the alternatives would result in wave action, scour, or sediment

transport or other impacts that would meaningfully alter water quality in

the study area. NOAA's water intake site was included in this analysis.

NOAA staff have had the opportunity to review this document and we

believe they are generally in accord with its conclusions.

The Existing Site Improvements Alternative would remove current on-

street parking spaces near the Mukilteo ferry terminal, but parking supply

in the area would have a net increase. Please refer to section 3.3.5 of

the Final EIS for additional information about parking.

 

F-003-004

As noted above in F-003-002, WSDOT recognizes the critical importance

of maintaining the quality of the saltwater supply to the Mukilteo

Research Station during construction of the Mukilteo Multimodal

Project.  
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With the Elliot Point Alternatives, including either Elliot Point 1 or the

Preferred Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2), the removal of

the tank farm pier would result in more in-water construction activities

than the Existing Site Improvement Alternative, but offers more long-term

benefits. The Final EIS describes mitigation measures and the permitting

process that will define detailed measures to protect water quality during

over- and in-water work for any of the alternatives. For example, permits

will require a Turbidity Control Plan and a Dredged Materials Disposal

Plan. The Final EIS sections 4.11 Water Resources and 4.8 Hazardous

Materials have further details. WSDOT's mitigation measures also

include direct coordination with NOAA to define detailed measures and

procedures to avoid impacting laboratory activities and the saltwater

intake system. Section 4.11 also updates the project's commitments to

manage stormwater in accordance with applicable permit requirements,

which would improve conditions compared to the largely untreated

stormwater entering the Sound today via culverts on and adjacent to

NOAA's facility. No long- term impacts to water quality are anticipated.

See also F-003-002 and F-003-003 for additional discussion.

Most of the construction for the Elliot Point 1 Alternative would be farther

from NOAA than the Existing Site Improvements Alternative, and

impacts related to noise, traffic, and parking would be temporary and

primarily related to the demolition of the existing terminal. WSDOT would

maintain NOAA's ability to access the site for all street vehicles, including

long vehicles and trailer combinations.

The noise impact analysis conducted for the project’s operations

considered nearby sensitive receptors as well as ambient noise

conditions. None of the alternatives would have noise levels that could

cause impacts (as defined by FTA and FHWA criteria that establish the

levels that would be disturbing or disruptive to people, particularly when

they are sleeping, but also for people carrying on normal activities in
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work or home environments). Noise levels otherwise would be similar to,

or lower than, they are today for all alternatives. 

There would be no changes that would require different security

measures at the NOAA facilities for the Elliot Point 1 Alternative or any of

the other alternatives. Existing fencing and site access controls would be

either left in place or replaced by construction fencing around active

construction in areas adjacent to NOAA’s property. Construction lighting

would be managed to avoid glare or spillover into adjacent properties,

including residential areas to the south and west, which would also

reduce the potential for lighting impacts to NOAA's facility or its

laboratory work.

 

F-003-005

As noted in the comments above and discussed in the Final EIS, the

Hydrodynamic and Sediment Transport Modeling Study (Coast & Harbor

2013) completed for the proposed alternatives determined that the

maximum bottom velocities for the ferries would not

create ongoing scour, and no meaningful changes to water quality or

sediment quality conditions are expected. 

The project does not propose changes to NOAA's access or the streets

currently serving the facility under either Elliot Point alternative. The

development of a new roadway with a new intersection at SR 525

serving ferry traffic should help reduce existing access constraints to the

facility caused by the existing ferry terminal operations. 

Final EIS sections 4.3 Noise and Vibration and 4.7 Air Quality conclude

that the project will not have long-term impacts associated with noise,

vibration or air quality during operation of the new ferry terminal for any

alternative. WSDOT will coordinate with NOAA during final design,

permitting and construction of the selected alternative to minimize

impacts to NOAA’s operations.
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As mentioned above, Final EIS section 4.11 Water Resources describes

WSDOT's commitments to manage stormwater during construction and

operation; the same standards would apply to all alternatives. See F-

003-002, F-003-003. and F-003-004 for additional discussion. 

There would be no changes that would require different security

measures at the NOAA facilities, as the ferry terminal would include

fencing around its developed area.  NOAA’s existing site fencing and

access controls would be either left in place, or replaced with new

fencing if they are adjacent to areas developed by the Mukilteo

Multimodal Project. The project would also improve visibility and security

conditions in the area.  Although the ferry terminal and multimodal

facilities would be on the opposite side of the NOAA facility, there would

be no changes in the overall characteristics of operation that would

require different security measures for NOAA at its facilities. It is more

likely that the infrastructure improvements and ferry terminal security

systems, including fencing and lighting, would improve visibility and

security conditions in the surrounding areas, which would benefit the

NOAA facility. Operating lighting would still be shielded to avoid spillover

impacts into residential areas or other properties, including NOAA’s

facilities, and should not impact laboratory tests.

 

F-003-006

Please see response F-003-004, which addresses these construction

related issues and concerns in detail. The project's mitigation approach

described in the Final EIS by environmental topic defines commitments

to coordinate with NOAA during construction planning, permitting and

during construction to avoid impacts. This includes potential impacts to

the saltwater intake system and other construction impacts to laboratory

operations due to changes in traffic, parking, noise, vibration, or visual

impacts. As noted in the previous comment as well, section 4.11 of the

Final EIS updates the project's commitments to manage stormwater
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runoff during construction and longer term.  Also, FTA will incorporate

required mitigation measures as conditions of any Record of Decision it

issues.

 

F-003-007

Responses F-003-002 and F-003-005 address these operational

concerns with information that is applicable to the Preferred Alternative. 

As discussed previously, WSDOT is committed to on-going coordination

with NOAA through final design, permitting and construction of the

selected alternative to avoid impacts to NOAA’s operations. 

 

F-003-008

Please see F-003-002 for a discussion on potential impacts to NOAA’s

saltwater intake.  As with other areas of concern, WSDOT is committed

to on-going coordination with NOAA through final design, permitting and

construction of the selected alternative to avoid impacts to NOAA’s

operations.

The Final EIS also has additional information on the long term water

quality effects due to stormwater; the project will be improving

stormwater facilities to meet applicable permitting standards.  WSDOT

will coordinate with NOAA during final design and permitting, when more

details about the specific facilities and treatments will be available. 

Based on information from NOAA, which indicates that the saltwater

intake quality has remained consistently high even during major storm

events with the existing unimproved system that has outfalls at and near

the NOAA facility, WSDOT does not anticipate saltwater intake impacts

with a facility that is upgraded to meet the more stringent stormwater

permitting requirements that will apply to the project.

 

F-003-009

The proposed project will change the location of the ferry, but the
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number of ferry vessels and autos will remain similar to what they are

today. The cumulative effects of the ferries’ emissions will also remain at

least as good as they are today with a cleaner fleet over time. WSDOT

did not conduct ambient air quality monitoring because there are

established interagency protocols and methods in place for addressing

localized air quality impacts for transportation projects, including existing

air quality monitoring systems throughout the region. WSDOT

determined the project will meet air quality conformity through the use of

a very conservative model to predict future concentrations for carbon

monoxide (CO). The baseline or background concentration used in the

model was 3 ppm for CO, which is approximately double the existing CO

concentration in the Mukilteo area. The project looked at CO because

the Mukilteo area is within a CO maintenance area. As noted in section

4.7 of the Final EIS, Air quality throughout the central Puget Sound

region has stayed steady for some measures, while others have

improved over the last 5 years. Cleaner cars, industries, and consumer

products have contributed to cleaner air throughout the United States,

including in the central Puget Sound region, and this trend is likely to

continue.

About 20 percent of the vehicles are typically idling while waiting for the

ferry, and the model anticipates these levels in its worst-case scenario.

The predominant wind direction in this area is from the southwest in the

summer and northwest in the winter. This would mean that emissions

from the new terminal location would typically be dispersed away from

the NOAA facility.

Programs and trends, such as stricter vehicle emission standards for

newer cars and gradual replacement of older and more polluting vehicles

(including trains) with newer and cleaner engines, are expected to

continue to reduce vehicle emissions in the immediate area. In addition,

voluntary programs such as the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency’s Diesel

Solutions Program, in which Washington State Ferries has participated
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by switching its fleet to low-sulfur diesel and biodiesel, would further

reduce emissions.

During construction, fugitive dust may be generated by activities that

involve the movement or disturbance of soils such as excavation and

demolition. Also, air pollutants would be emitted from construction

vehicles traveling to and from the construction site, as well as vehicles

and construction equipment operating onsite. However, impacts will be

minimal and temporary. Mitigation measures and best management

practices will be in place as described in section 4.7 of the Final EIS.

 

F-003-010

Directional lighting will be used to minimize light spillage beyond the

footprint of the trestle and transfer span. WSDOT and FTA will

coordinate with NOAA to address concerns about lighting during

construction to avoid impacts to biological research activities or

specimens at the NOAA site. Detailed construction plans will not be

complete until after the environmental process concludes, but lighting

and other facility details would be subject to permitting processes,

including with the City of Mukilteo, and WSDOT has committed to

coordinating with NOAA during final design, permitting and during

construction to help address these concerns. 

 

F-003-011

WSDOT and FTA met with NOAA to discuss the underlying issues

related to NOAA's need to protect the water quality of its saltwater intake

systems, and we recognize the importance of the system to your

operations. WSDOT is committed to coordinating with NOAA during final

design, permitting and construction to minimize potential impacts to

NOAA’s operations. The detailed responses above on construction

impacts further describe the measures WSDOT has identified to avoid

impacts to the system during the construction period.
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F-004-001

The area expected to be dredged for the Preferred Alternative (Elliot

Point 2) is estimated at 48,000 square feet, which could result in as

much as 19,500 cubic yards of dredged material. The area would be

similar in size for the Elliot Point 1 Alternative. Mitigation for impacts due

to removal of contaminated sediment or dredged sediment is discussed

in section 4.8 of the Final EIS.

A Turbidity Control Plan and Dredged Materials Disposal Plan would be

developed and implemented as described in section 4.11.7 of the Final

EIS to protect water quality during  activities such as dredging. These

plans are being developed in consultation with the NOAA Mukilteo

Research Station. WSDOT will manage and dispose of contaminated

sediment in accordance with applicable permits and regulations,

including the preparation of a Sediment Evacuation, Sampling, and

Disposal Plan and a Dredged Materials Disposal Plan. These measures

will eliminate or reduce the migration of contaminated sediments during

project construction.

 

F-004-002

Please see the response to comment F-004-001 above.

 

F-004-003

Permanent access to the the laboratory would likely improve with the

Preferred Alternative because Front Street would not be used for ferry

access. Front Street is anticipated to remain open during construction,

except for short temporary closures which would likely occur at night.

This would reduce or eliminate access impacts to the NOAA Mukilteo

Research Station.

The Preferred Alternative would reconfigure some of the parking near

Front Street, Park Avenue, and First Street. Overall the number of

parking spaces for the Preferred Alternative is expected to increase
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by about 28 spaces. Additional information about parking can be found in

section 3.3.5 of the Final EIS.

 

F-004-004

Please see response to comment F-004-001 above.

 

F-004-005

Section 4.8.4 of the Final EIS discusses the potential to encounter

contaminated materials while dredging and section 4.8.7 presents

potential mitigation measures in the event that contaminated dredged

materials are encountered. A Turbidity Control Plan and Dredged

Materials Disposal Plan would be developed and implemented as

described in section 4.11.7 of the Final EIS to protect water quality

during over-water work and activities such as pile removal, pile driving,

beachhead work, and other activities below the ordinary high water level.

WSDOT would ensure that the project is monitored and inspected for

compliance with these plans. In addition, best management practices

would be selected specifically to protect water quality during over-water

work and activities below the ordinary high water level.

 

F-004-006

Additional details on the construction impacts to water resources and

sediment are discussed in the Final EIS section 4.11.4 (Water Quality

Construction Impacts), section 4.8.4 (Hazardous Materials Construction

Impacts), the Hazardous Materials Technical Report, and the

Hydrodynamic and Sediment Transport Modeling Study (Coast & Harbor

2012). These sections also discuss the permitting process and

anticipated conditions for the project. A Turbidity Control Plan and

Dredged Materials Disposal Plan would be developed and implemented

as described in section 4.11.7. The removal of the Tank Farm Pier and

its support piles would result in nearshore turbidity plumes, but the
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effects are not expected to degrade water quality or sediment quality

below applicable standards. 

 

F-004-007

The potential for contaminated sediments to impact water quality is

discussed in Final EIS sections 4.11 Water Resources, 4.8 Hazardous

Materials, and 4.12 Ecosystems. BMPs and mitigation measures to

prevent, avoid, and minimize negative impacts on water resources will

be in place as described in section 4.11.7 of the Final EIS.

 

F-004-008

The key environmental differences table in the Executive Summary has

been revised. The Preferred Alternative (Elliot Point 2) and the Elliot

Point 1 Alternative would remove approximately 20,000 cubic yards of

sediment from the area where the Tank Farm Pier is located. The

sediment would need to be removed to create a sufficiently deep

channel for ferry boat passage.
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F-005-001

Thank you for the comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project's Draft

EIS. WSDOT and FTA look forward to continued coordination and

cooperation with the U.S. Air Force as the project progresses. Please

see the responses to your specific concerns below.
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F-005-002

This language was revised in the Final EIS.

 

F-005-003

Comment noted. As previously discussed with the Air Force, the name of

the Existing Site Improvements Alternative will not be changed in the

Final EIS.

 

F-005-004

WSDOT and FTA considered these general additions and suggestions

as the Final EIS was developed.  Several of the general additions have

been included in the Final EIS, although the Draft EIS figures were

designed to show information related to the development of the

alternatives and the factors that were considered most salient to the

discussion of environmental effects.  In text and in bathymetry figures,

the previous dredging was acknowledged but is not included in the

general alternative figures.  The Preferred Alternative was refined to

avoid constructing a building within a shell midden—a sensitive

archaeological site. The Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement will

include measures to resolve any adverse impacts to historic and cultural

resources.  The Air Force's previous correspondence and concurrence

from DAHP were recognized in the Cultural Resources Discipline Report.

 

F-005-005

The Final EIS has been updated to reflect a number of the suggested

elements.  However, suggestions involving restatements of potential

impacts due to contamination from previously detected hydrocarbons, or

creosote treated timber, could not be fully incorporated.  The Draft EIS

did not characterize these materials as excessive, but their known or

potential presence allows their effects to be considered in decision

making, and also supports the development of mitigation measures, as

required under NEPA.  The reference to the MELT pier occurs in one
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location (historic), which is the original name for the facility and

appropriate for a discussion of its historic characteristics, but other

references have been removed.

 

F-005-006

References to a lease between the U.S. Air Force and the City of

Mukilteo have been removed from the Final EIS.

 

F-005-007

Your suggestions for the organization of the discussion of each

alternative was considered for the Final EIS Summary, but the Draft EIS

organization was designed to first report substantive impacts. The Draft

EIS Summary included a sentence stating that the Elliot Point

alternatives assume the transfer of the Mukilteo Tank Farm from the U.S.

Air Force to the Port of Everett. The Final EIS has been updated to

include the latest status of the transfer.

 

F-005-008

The request to make the U.S. Air Force property description more

detailed in the Summary was considered; however, the additional

description of the uses on the U.S. Air Force's Mukilteo Tank Farm is

provided in section 2.4 of the Final EIS. The Summary provides a

brief overview of the study area and project effects.

 

F-005-009

Modifications to Front Street would not restrict access of commercial,

fisheries, or extended length vehicles to the NOAA site. The anticipated

modification to the existing Front Street and Park Avenue rights of way

would involve expanding the southwest corner to accommodate transit

coaches turning right from Front Street onto Park Avenue. This

modification would not restrict any vehicle that is currently able access

these roadways from doing so in the future.
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F-005-010

This sentence has been corrected to state that current depths under the

pier range from -15 to -35 feet.

 

F-005-011

Both the No-Build and Existing Site Improvements alternatives would be

located in the same site location as the current terminal. The Existing

Site Improvements Alternative would have a larger footprint and the

dock would be angled to the north, which is described and shown in both

the Summary and Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.

 

F-005-012

Potential impacts to cultural resources are described in section 4.6 of the

Final EIS. To protect the resource, depths to potential archaeological

sites are not reported. Additional details about cultural resources can be

found in the Cultural Resources Discipline Report.

 

F-005-013

The Final EIS was modified to reflect the property's current status.

 

F-005-014

Revisions to Chapter 2 of the Final EIS continue to note the cultural

resources that affected design. The more detailed discussion of

resources and impacts is in Chapter 4, Environmental Impacts.

The Final EIS responds to the public comments received on the Draft

EIS. A new build alternative was not added to the document, but

WSDOT and FTA modified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative.

 

F-005-015

The Final EIS has been updated to reflect the latest information

available.
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F-005-016

The Discipline Reports and the corresponding EIS sections have been

revised for consistency and updated with new information on design

details for the Preferred Alternative and other alternatives, including the

construction approach.  Other analytical discussions have also been

revised for consistency. 

 

F-005-017

The Draft EIS section 4.6.7, Mitigation Measures for Adverse Effects,

discusses briefly the next steps that include consultation with DAHP and

interested tribes pursuant to NHPA and the development of a

Memorandum of Agreement. This section has been updated in the Final

EIS to reflect the results of the Section 106 consultation.

 

F-005-018

The ESA Section 7 consultation process was initiated with the

identification of the Preferred Alternative. The Final EIS includes

current information about the ESA consultation for the project, including

the Biological Assessment and the Biological Opinion.

 

F-005-019

The Final EIS was updated to include language about the U.S. Air

Force's land transfer and preservation covenant, as requested.

 

F-005-020

Mitigation measures for impacts to cultural resources were guided by an

Memorandum of Agreement that was developed following the selection

of the Preferred Alternative.

 

F-005-021

The Final EIS figures have been updated for clarity.
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F-005-022

Thank you for providing comments on the Draft EIS. WSDOT and

FTA have appreciated the participation of the U.S. Air Force in the

development of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
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F-005-022

Thank you for providing comments on the Draft EIS. WSDOT and

FTA have appreciated the participation of the U.S. Air Force in the

development of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
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S-001-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project's Draft

EIS. WSDOT shares your expectation that the removal of the Mukilteo

Tank Farm Pier will help restore habitat that was degraded by the

structure.  DNR's suggested measures for stormwater, pilings, and the

choice of materials have been considered in refinements in the Preferred

Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and the development of

the Final EIS mitigation measures. Chapter 4 section 4.11, Water

Resources, and section 4.12, Ecosystems, as well as Appendix L,

Biological Assessment, of the Final EIS identify the project's measures to

avoid or mitigate impacts to water quality, aquatic species and habitat. In

addition to the mitigation measures that will be confirmed in the Record

of Decision, additional measures may be developed during permitting for

the project.

 

S-001-002

WSDOT will manage and dispose of contaminated sediment in

accordance with applicable permits and regulations, including permits

issued by or plans required by DNR. Final EIS sections 4.8, Hazardous

Materials, and 4.11, Water Resources, contain updated information on

sediments as a result of sampling conducted in Spring 2012. This

sampling revealed limited amounts of contamination. WSDOT will

continue to coordinate with DNR regarding the management plans for

proposed dredging for this project.
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S-002-001

Thank you for reviewing of the Draft EIS. WSDOT and FTA

appreciate your consultation efforts on this project.
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L-001-001

Thank you for identifying the Port's preference for the Elliot Point
alternatives based on the public benefits and how they complement the
access, property and operational goals for the Mount Baker Terminal.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
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Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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L-002-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project, and
for describing why the Island County Board of Commissioners prefers
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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L-002-002

WSDOT has continued to develop the project elements in recognition of
the site's rich cultural heritage. Additional details for the Preferred
Alternative are provided in Chapter 2 in the Final EIS. FTA and WSDOT
have also developed agreements to resolve impacts to cultural
resources, as described in the Final EIS Appendix J.
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L-003-001

Thank you for your comment reinforcing the importance of the ferry to
the Island County economy and for identifying a preference for the Elliot
Point 2 Alternative. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot
Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.

 

L-003-002

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional vehicles at
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocated the proposed employee
parking to the transit center. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for all
the information about the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
Figure 3-7 in the Final EIS show the pedestrian pathways and walk
distances to the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal between the terminal, Mukilteo
Station, Transit Center, and downtown Mukilteo.
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L-004-001

Thank you for your comments reinforcing Community Transit's
commitment to serve the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal, and for providing
additional details on current services. The Final EIS and Transportation
Discipline Report have been updated to reflect more current information
from Community Transit.
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L-004-002

Thank you for identifying the reasons why the Elliot Point alternatives
would provide the best operating environment for transit. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. The Preferred Alternative does not include an HOV
bypass lane. However, WSDOT has refined the alternative to include
some elements of the Elliot Point 1 Alternative. Please see Chapter 2 in
the Final EIS for more detail.

WSDOT looks forward to working closely with Community Transit during
final design to further maximize the operating efficiencies for the ferry
and transit buses.
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L-004-003

A number of the comments on the earlier draft used for the cooperating
agency Draft EIS were addressed in the Draft EIS, and others were
addressed in responses to Community Transit. WSDOT prepared
responses and included revisions for the earlier version, and has
provided this information to Community Transit. The Final EIS and
Transportation Discipline Report have also been updated where
appropriate based on new information. 

 

L-004-004

Chapter 7 of the Final EIS Transportation Discipline Report (Exhibit 7-1)
illustrates the design refinement with the Existing Site Improvements
Alternative. A dedicated space for paratransit would be provided directly
in front of the passenger building.

 

L-004-005

In January 2011, Island Transit reported 36 vanpools with ferry rideshare
permits for the Mukilteo-Clinton Route. The text has been modified to
reflect updated vanpool numbers.

 

L-004-006

The decision to implement transit signal priority for intersections at the
ferry terminal would be made during the design process. The signal
system for the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1  would include a
break during the ferry vehicle unloading process to reduce the delay of
departing buses for both alternatives and arriving buses for the Preferred
Alternative.  Under Elliot Point 1, arriving buses would not cross the path
of outbound ferry traffic along the First Avenue Extension.  

 

L-004-007

Thank you for your comment.  The layout and location of parking stalls
would be refined as part of the final design process. However, the
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preferred alternative, which is the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, no longer
requires general parking at the transit center, and employee parking
would instead be in the area. 

 

L-004-008

The intent of these sections is to describe how ferry riders could change
their travel patterns during construction of the existing Mukilteo Ferry
Terminal and how WSDOT could respond to minimize construction
impacts. It does not assume that Community Transit would modify
services or provide other services. However, the Final EIS refined the
mitigation measures specific to the Preferred Alternative, and since a
long-term closure of the terminal would not be necessary, shuttles or
other transfers would not be needed.
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L-004-009

Thank you for providing an additional set of Community Transit's
previous comments on the administrative review draft of the Draft EIS
and the Transportation Technical Report.  WSDOT had prepared
responses and included revisions for the earlier version, and has since
provided this information to Community Transit. 
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L-005-001

WSDOT and FTA recognize the City's preference for the Elliot Point 1
Alternative, and appreciate the City's identification of 14 objectives that
helped identify your preference.  WSDOT and FTA also recognize the
challenges in providing an essential public facility in a shoreline area,
and appreciate the partnership of the City in the development of the
project to date. 

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.  WSDOT believes the alternative satisfies many of the City's
objectives, including the ability to improve safety and security, reduce
ferry queues, and minimize impacts to cultural resources. Please see
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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L-005-002

The Preferred Alternative addresses many of these issues. The
alternative now provides a continuous pedestrian walkway along the
shoreline; it eases traffic along SR 525 during busy times by providing
more storage in holding lanes; it provides overhead loading for
pedestrians and bicycles, thus removing conflicts with vehicles; and it
removes the Tank Farm Pier. The Preferred Alternative also will
incorporate design features to reflect the site's cultural and historic
significance to Native American tribes.

At this time, the Preferred Alternative does not include daylighting
Japanese Creek nor does it propose developing additional park and
open space. However, it does not preclude these elements by others,
since it minimizes the footprint both within the Mukilteo Tank Farm
property as well as within the area occupied by the existing terminal.

The Mongrain Building at Park Avenue and First Street, which houses
glass blowing studios and other businesses, would be acquired for the
First Street extension and the uses would be displaced. Real estate
activities, including negotiations with property owners and relocation
activities, typically occur following the Final EIS and Record of Decision.
At this time, a specific site for relocating the businesses has not been
identified, but compensation and relocation assistance would be
provided in compliance with applicable state and federal regulations as
discussed in section 4.2.7 of the Final EIS. If the involved parties need to
be relocated, WSDOT would seek to identify a suitable replacement
property within Mukilteo if one is available.

 

L-005-003

Thank you for your recognition of the collaborative effort on the project.
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L-005-004

Thank you for taking the time to express your reasons for not preferring
the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was
based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.
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L-005-005

Your comments about the Existing Site Improvements Alternative are
noted. Thank you for sharing your assessment of this alternative in light
of the City's goals and desires. These comments helped inform
WSDOT's Preferred Alternative decision.
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L-005-006

Your comments in support of the Elliot Point 1 Alternative are
acknowledged. Thank you for providing the rationale behind this
choice. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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L-005-007

Thank you for your assessment of the ability of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative to meet the City's planning objectives. Through work with the
City, other partners and interested parties, WSDOT identified several
design refinements to Elliot Point 2 to create the Preferred Alternative.
WSDOT has also conducted additional planning and coordination with
the City to advance a coordinated program for developing the Preferred
Alternative in a way that complements the City's objectives, its plans and
projects in and around the Mukilteo Tank Farm.

These include providing additional capacity to help reduce queuing in SR
525, providing a design that would not conflict with the City and Sound
Transit objectives for parking and other commuter rail station
improvements, and keeping a smaller footprint which would still leave
areas that could be used for the potential boat launch relocation by the
City. The First Avenue extension is also completed up to the Mount
Baker Access Road, which would allow the Port to complete the
remaining public access required to open the Mount Baker Terminal
shoreline access area. It is correct that this alternative does not daylight
Japanese Creek, but it does still allow that objective to be accomplished
by others.

Upon further study and coordination, WSDOT also found that the fishing
pier and day moorage facility would need to be closed and reconstructed
when the existing terminal is removed. To avoid impacting users, the pier
and moorage would be relocated to near where the Mukilteo Tank Farm
Pier is now located. The Final EIS section 4.12, Ecosystems, also
provides additional details about the other related natural resource
mitigation and enhancement measures being provided by the project,
including measures developed through Endangered Species Act
compliance consultations. 

The Mongrain Building at Park Avenue and First Street, which houses
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glass blowing studios and other businesses, would be acquired for the
First Street extension and the uses would be displaced. Real estate
activities, including negotiations with property owners and relocation
activities, typically occur following the Final EIS and Record of Decision.
At this time, a specific site for relocating the businesses has not been
identified, but compensation and relocation assistance would be
provided in compliance with applicable state and federal regulations as
discussed in section 4.2.7 of the Final EIS. If the involved parties need to
be relocated, WSDOT would seek to identify a suitable replacement
property within Mukilteo if one is available.

The Preferred Alternative was also modified to minimize and largely
avoid impacts to cultural resources, which are now similar or less than
the impacts anticipated with the other alternatives. The Section 106
process has also provided further definition of the measures required to
resolve remaining adverse effects. 
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L-005-008

The City of Mukilteo's ranking of the project's alternatives with respect to
the City Council's 14 key objectives is noted.
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L-006-001

Thank you for your comments regarding modified Elliot Point 1
Alternative. While this modification would have included a number of
elements consistent with the goals of the Shoreline Management Plans 
for Mukilteo and Everett, including daylighting Japanese Creek, WSDOT
ultimately identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as
the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative includes the First Avenue extension up
to the Mount Baker Access Road, which would allow the Port to
complete the remaining public access required to open the Mount Baker
Terminal shoreline access area.
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L-007-001

Thank you for your comments. As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS,
the purpose and need is focused on improving safety, reliability, and
multimodal connections. Consistent with the WSDOT Ferries Division
Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the alternatives are designed to minimize
the need for additional vehicles at the terminal and an increased supply
of overnight parking is not needed to achieve the purpose and need.
Therefore, the build alternatives do not propose additional parking supply
for overnight or long-term use. The Final EIS does note that the City of
Mukilteo is investigating options for increasing parking supply for a
variety of uses and this could make access more convenient for some
travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed employee
parking to the transit center. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for
information about the Preferred Alternative's design refinements. Figure
3-7 in the Final EIS shows the pedestrian pathways and walk distances
to the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal between the terminal, Mukilteo Station,
Transit Center, and downtown Mukilteo. 

 

L-007-002

As noted in the response above, a parking structure for vehicles to park
overnight is not a component of this project and the purpose and need is
not focused on accommodating higher numbers of vehicles driving to the
ferry. The Preferred Alternative would result in additional parking spaces
for general purpose parking, which would be under the control of the
City of Mukilteo. Potentially, the City could allow them to be used for
overnight parking. The City is also working with Sound Transit to identify
a location for expanded parking for the commuter rail station.   
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L-007-003

The project is designed to accommodate increased levels of travel
demand on the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route through improved multimodal
connections for the Mukilteo terminal rather than promoting the
increased use of vehicles. In terms of vehicle demand or usage, there
would be no differences among the build and No-Build alternatives.
WSDOT and FTA did not find that the build alternatives would create
additional direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts related to economics or
transportation at Clinton or Whidbey Island compared to the No-Build
conditions. As described in the response to L-007-001, limited overnight
parking is available today and the build alternatives do not propose
additional parking supply for overnight use. However, the City of Mukilteo
is investigating options for increasing parking supply for a variety of uses
and this could make access more convenient for some travelers.

WSDOT believes that the Preferred Alternative would best satisfy the
project's purpose and need while minimizing environmental effects. Each
of the impact sections of the Final EIS (Chapter 3, Transportation and
Chapter 4, Environmental Impacts) includes specific discussions of
cumulative effects, consistent with NEPA requirements.

 

L-007-004

Overhead loading is a component of the Preferred Alternative. The
Mukilteo Multimodal Project does not include improvements to the
Clinton ferry terminal, so overhead loading will not be added to that
terminal as part of this project. However, the WSDOT Ferries Division
Final Long-Range Plan (2009) identifies overhead loading at the Clinton
terminal as a future improvement.

 

L-007-005

The Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a second slip
should WSDOT decide to build one in the future.
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L-007-006

Thank you for your comments and interest in the proposed project.
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L-008-001

Thank you for your providing the Port's comments and describing the
Board of Commissioners support for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This alternative does avoid an extended
closure of the terminal, which the Commissioners noted was important. 

 

L-008-002

Section 2.3 of the Draft and Final EIS note previous comments WSDOT
received during scoping suggesting that a park-and-ride should be
added to the scope of the project. WSDOT did not find that a park-and-
ride was necessary to meet the project's purpose and need. As stated in
Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused on
improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent with
the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional vehicles at
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocated the proposed employee
parking to the transit center. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for all
the information about the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
Figure 3-7 in the Final EIS show the pedestrian pathways and walk
distances to the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal between the terminal, Mukilteo
Station, Transit Center, and downtown Mukilteo.
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T-001-001

WSDOT and FTA believe the Draft EIS disclosed the appropriate level of

information regarding the potential for significant adverse effects to

ecosystems and other resources that would result from the development

of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative (a modified Elliot

Point 2).  The Draft EIS section 4.11 Water Resources, section 4.12

Ecosystems, and the Ecosystems Discipline Report discussed the direct,

indirect, and cumulative effects of the alternatives. The analysis

considered the effects related to the removal of the Tank Farm Pier and

the dredging for a navigation channel.  However, in response to the

Suquamish Tribe's request for additional technical information and a

more detailed discussion of changes in shore drift and related ecosystem

effects, the Final EIS sections and the Ecosystems Discipline Report

have been updated.  While there will be temporary water quality impacts

from construction, the Final EIS finds that removing the Tank Farm Pier

would improve the conditions for marine habitat and resources. WSDOT

and FTA have also provided other reference technical information

including sediment sampling and hydrodynamic analyses to the Tribe

and other interested parties. 

Please note that WSDOT does not anticipate the need for maintenance

dredging for the project, and dredging would be needed only during the

project's construction phase.

 

T-001-002

The Final EIS and the Ecosystems Discipline Report include additional

information on the ecological effects of dredging.  Additional

documentation has also been shared with the Tribe and other parties

that have expressed an interest in the technical background information.

 

T-001-003

A copy of the Sediment Sampling Data Report was sent to the

Suquamish Tribe on November 7, 2012. WSDOT and FTA appreciate
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the involvement of the Tribe in the review of natural resources effects,

including the review of the sediment sampling results and other updated

information that helped identify alternative refinements and mitigation

measures to minimize ecosystem effects.

 

T-001-004

WSDOT and FTA continued to coordinate with the Tribe and other

parties as they identified the Preferred Alternative, which was an initial

step in moving forward with the Final EIS and its identification of

mitigation commitments. The mitigation measures now defined in the

Final EIS were developed largely through meetings and consultations

with the Suquamish Tribe, other tribes and resource agencies. Since the

Draft EIS and Preferred Alternative selection, the project's Biological

Assessment and the resulting Biological Opinion have helped define

further measures to minimize adverse effects, and were incorporated

into discussions with the natural resource stakeholders. WSDOT looks

forward to continued collaboration with the Tribe and others as the

project enters its permitting phase.

 

T-001-005

A modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative has been identified as

the Preferred Alternative. The alternative has been refined to avoid

intrusions or excavation within the midden. Additional details on the

Preferred Alternative's effects to the midden are included in the updated

Cultural Resources Discipline Report, and measures to resolve effects

are included in the Final EIS Appendix J, the Section 106 Memorandum

of Agreement.
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T-002-001

Thank you for this summary of the Tulalip Tribes' history as it pertains to

the signing of the Treaty of Point Elliott and the Tribes' usual and

accustomed treaty fishing areas within the project area. WSDOT and

FTA respect the historical and cultural significance of Point Elliott to the

Tulalip Tribes, and we also recognize the Tribes' rights reserved under

treaty. This awareness has influenced the development of project

alternatives that avoid impacts to cultural resources to the extent

possible, and include measures to protect and enhance the natural

environment. WSDOT identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2

Alternative as the Preferred Alternative because of its ability to meet the

project's purpose and need with better environmental performance and

resource protection than the other alternatives. This alternative would

avoid excavation or other intrusions within the shell midden and could

better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's

cultural and historic significance. The Final EIS Chapter 2, Alternatives,

describes the design refinements, and Chapter 4, Environmental Impacts

and Mitigation, describes the mitigation measures and updated

environmental information for the Preferred Alternative.

 

T-002-002

The Tulalip Tribes' preference for the alternatives that keep the ferry

terminal at its existing location is noted, although WSDOT has identified

a Preferred Alternative on the Mukilteo Tank Farm site. The Tribes'

suggestions regarding additional archaeological investigations

and archival storage for the site prior to construction were considered

through the Section 106 consultation process that culminated in the

development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the project. The

MOA is included in the Final EIS, and defines the full set of measures to

resolve potential adverse effects to the midden and other historic

resources. The design of the Preferred Alternative itself was also refined

to avoid disruption of the shell midden. FTA and WSDOT also conducted
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a collaborative planning and cultural design process with interested

Native American tribes.

 

T-002-003

WSDOT and FTA recognize the fishing rights reserved by treaty, and

have engaged in direct consultations regarding fishing rights with the

Tulalip Tribes. The EIS does discuss potential impacts to fishing

activities as a matter of environmental justice, examining whether

changes in access to fishing, including for tribal members, would result in

high and adverse impacts to individuals or communities. The scope of

the EIS review is focused on the areas immediately affected by the

location of the terminal facility. Because the project does not propose

changes in operations of the route from Mukilteo to Clinton, the route is

not part of the analysis. However, WSDOT has committed to develop

operations protocols in consultation with the Tribe to avoid interference

with treaty fishing activities to the extent possible.  

 

T-002-004

As noted in response to your initial comment, WSDOT and FTA

understand the Tulalip Tribes' preference for an alternative that keeps

the terminal at its existing site, and we appreciate your continued

participation and consultations as the project has continue to move

forward with a modified version of Elliot Point 2 as the Preferred

Alternative, which would relocate the terminal to the Tank Farm. WSDOT

and FTA appreciate the Tribes' indication that Elliot Point 2 would have

the least harm of the two tank farm alternatives under consideration.  We

also appreciate the Tribes' participation in the Section 106 consultation

process to help define the measures to avoid and resolve adverse

effects.
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T-003-001

The Preferred Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) was

selected in part because it provided a shorter span and trestle, reducing

overwater coverage and minimizing the impacts of shading. The

suggestions for additional mitigation to offset project effects have been

considered as WSDOT and FTA developed the mitigation commitments

identified in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS, which has also included

consultations with USFWS and NMFS to consider other beneficial

actions the project is including to protect endangered species and their

habitat. WSDOT and FTA will continue to develop details of the project's

mitigation commitments during final design and permitting. The smaller

footprint for the Preferred Alternative helps minimize the areas with

overwater structures and paved nearshore areas. Several elements of

the design, including the provision of a shoreline promenade with

landscaping, would allow access to the shoreline and recreation

activities, and support a more productive nearshore environment than

exists today.
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T-003-002

WSDOT and FTA acknowledge the Skagit River System Cooperative

member tribes' position on the removal of the Tank Farm Pier. Removing

the pier, which is considered in the EIS as part of the Preferred

Alternative and the Elliot Point 1 Alternative, will provide a high level of

environmental benefits to offset the impacts associated with the project's

new overwater facilities. The Final EIS section 4.11, Ecosystems, further

defines the anticipated natural resource Best Management Practices and

mitigation measures anticipated for the project. These measures take

into account the impacts of the project overall, including the removal of

the Tank Farm Pier, as well as other offsetting benefits, resulting in high

levels of net benefits with the project.

 

T-003-003

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT and FTA have appreciated the

participation of the Skagit River System Cooperative, Swinomish Indian

Tribal Community, and Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe, and look forward to

your continued involvement as the Mukilteo Multimodal Project moves

forward.
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I-001-001

Thank you. We are pleased that you found the video presentation useful.

 

I-001-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-001-003

Thank you for your comments.
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I-002-001

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This alternative would improve the
multimodal connections between ferry, rail, and bus services. It has the
best connections (based on distance to travel) of the proposed build
alternatives.

 

I-002-002

All the proposed build alternatives include a vehicle holding area for
vehicles to wait for the next ferry. Drivers are asked to turn off their
vehicles while waiting and most comply, especially if the wait time is
lengthy. If the transaction time (processing time and time to answer
customer questions) at the toll booth is minimized or if all four toll booths
are operating, the vehicle queue waiting to enter the Mukilteo terminal
holding area would be shortened.

The ORCA card can now be used to purchase passenger and vehicle
fares at the terminals or online. This feature will be available at the new
Mukilteo terminal.

Thank you for you feedback on the Wave2Go card readers. We have
shared your comment with Ferry employees.
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I-003-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives. Your
support for the No-Build Alternative is noted. The Draft EIS described
impacts to the surrounding area for all alternatives. All of the build
alternatives would be subject to the City's Shoreline Master Program,
which include open space and landscaping elements, although options
are limited for Existing Site Improvements Alternative.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors,
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Final EIS provides an updated design that includes
additional definition of features such as landscaping, open space
architecture, and a shoreline promenade.
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I-004-001

Thank you for your comment. Elliot Point is shown on Figure S-1 in the
Final EIS for the public's reference as you suggest.
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I-005-001

Thank you for your comment. The parking discussion has been updated
in transportation section of Chapter 3 in the Final EIS. The general
supply of parking near the terminal when the project is complete will
roughly be what it is today.

There is not a large supply or overnight or long-term parking in the area.
Consistent with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan

(2009), the alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional
vehicles at the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is
not needed to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build
alternatives do not propose additional parking supply for overnight or
long-term use. The Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is
investigating options for increasing parking supply for a variety of uses
and this could make access more convenient for some travelers.

The Preferred Alternative avoids impacts on Mukilteo Station’s existing
commuter parking. Sound Transit is coordinating with the City of
Mukilteo to explore options to expand the supply of parking for the rail
station in later phases of the station development program.
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I-006-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying the reasons for your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative, which has a smaller footprint than the
Elliot Point 1 Alternative, would leave more space for potential
development by other parties.

Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS described the background behind why
WSDOT has not defined commuter parking as an integral element of the
project alternatives. The Final EIS updates the discussion in Chapter 2.
Chapter 8 of the Final EIS provides a response to the public comments
requesting parking as part of the project. Consistent with the WSDOT
Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the alternatives are
designed to minimize the need for additional driving to the terminal.
Therefore, the build alternatives do not propose additional parking supply
for overnight or long-term use. The Final EIS does note that the City of
Mukilteo is investigating options for increasing parking supply for a
variety of uses and this could make access more convenient for some
travelers.
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I-007-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the state highways and roads.
Information about projects, such as the SR 520 bridge replacement, can
be found on WSDOT's website at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/.
The Mukilteo Multimodal Project is proposed to improve the operations,
safety, and security of facilities at the Mukilteo ferry terminal.
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I-008-001

As described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, the project is not
proposing an increase in vehicle capacity for the route. The existing
facility is deficient in a number of aspects, including safety, multimodal
connectivity, capacity, and the ability to support the goals of local and
regional long-range transportation plans. It is for these reasons that the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project is proposed. The proposed project would not
cause an increase in traffic, but rather help address the anticipated
increase in travel demand on the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route.

 

I-008-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is not to facilitate a
reservation system. Highway tolls or a reservation system are separate
considerations, and a decision regarding them would be made
independent of this project. Information about tolling in Washington State
can be found on WSDOT's website at: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/tolling/.

 

I-008-003

The presence of hazardous materials on the U.S. Air Force Tank Farm
property has been evaluated as described in the Draft EIS section 4.8,
Hazardous Materials.  An updated discussion and additional information
is presented in the Final EIS section 4.8, Hazardous Materials.  The
former Unocal pier is in Edmonds and was part of another project.
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I-009-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and your
support for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was
based on several factors, including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. The Preferred Alternative
was also modified to increase the holding area to 266 spaces as
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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I-010-001

Thank you for your comment supporting the Elliot Point alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS.

 

I-010-002

The purpose of the Summary is to summarize the contents of the
environmental impact statement, including Chapter 2, Alternatives
Considered. Please see Final EIS Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered for a discussion of the project history that you mention. The
Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through

2009 provides additional information and is available on the project's
website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm.

 

I-010-003

Thank you for your comments.
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I-011-001

The EIS is focused on a comparison of environmental effects of the
proposed project and funding is an independent consideration. As
described in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, the existing facility is
deficient in a number of aspects, including safety, multimodal
connectivity, capacity, and the ability to support the goals of local and
regional transportation and comprehensive plans. It is for these reasons
that WSDOT and FTA are proposing the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
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I-012-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors,
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

As described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the Preferred Alternative has
been modified to further enhance the public shoreline access
opportunities. It also has a smaller footprint that allows additional
opportunities for public shoreline access.
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I-013-001

Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS in section 3.4, Construction Impacts,
discusses the potential impacts associated with the closure of the
terminal for the No-Build and Existing Site Improvements alternatives,
including qualitative statements about potential conditions in Edmonds.

 

I-013-002

WSDOT and FTA have identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS. This alternative
would not require closure of the existing ferry terminal. An additional
study of the effects of a terminal closure under the No Build or Existing
Site Improvements alternatives will not be conducted.
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I-014-001

Removing the existing ferry terminal pier and the Mukilteo Tank Farm
Pier would impact the wildlife currently living on and near these
structures. The long term environmental benefit of removing the
creosote-treated piles and contamination under these piers exceeds the
short term disruption. The Final EIS section 4.12, Ecosystems, provides
updated information about habitat conditions associated with the
Preferred Alternative, including mitigation and enhancement elements
that are proposed.

 

I-014-002

The Preferred Alternative, which has been identified as a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, would not impact access to the
current SCUBA diving location.
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I-015-001

Thank you for your comments identifying your support of the Elliot Point
alternatives. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot
Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based
on several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.
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I-016-001

Thank you for your comment. Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered, in the Final EIS documents that a floating or elevated bridge
across Possession Sound between Mukilteo and Clinton was considered
but not studied further. The shore-to-shore span of the bridge would be
approximately 2.76 miles, not including the support structures. This span
would be approximately 70 percent longer than the longest span
currently in existence. This concept is not feasible because of potential
environmental impacts and the high cost for such a structure. Appendix
E also describes the screening evaluation measures and results for the
project.

Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives

History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010) documents a
bridge across Puget Sound was an alternative evaluated but not carried
forward.
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I-017-001

Multimodal connections, including improved connections to the train, are
a key element of the project's purpose and need. WSDOT has identified
a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. With the Preferred Alternative, the distance from the Ferry to
Mukilteo Station would be approximately 1,040 feet. People being
dropped off near the transit center would need to walk about 970 feet to
reach Mukilteo Station. This distance would be a little longer for people
being dropped off on the west end of the general public parking or a little
shorted if people are dropped off in the Sounder patron parking area.
Section 3.3.3 in the Final EIS updates the estimated walk distances for
the alternatives.

 

I-017-002

The new terminal will not include space for private businesses as part of
its design. There may be opportunity for new development on the
Mukilteo Tank Farm, but such development would be independent of this
project.
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I-018-001

The estimated cost range for the Preferred Alternative is discussed in
section S.4 in the Final EIS. The budget for the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project is $90.1 million, including a mix of state and federal funds. To
date, WSDOT has secured $29 million in federal grants and current
federal funding will allow the Ferries Division to complete the Final EIS.
Because of its multimodal emphasis, the project is competitive for
securing additional federal funding once the EIS process is complete.

Your concern about traffic volumes on SR 525 is understood. WSDOT is
working with the City of Mukilteo and other local agencies to address
public safety concerns. In considering future projects on corridors such
as SR 525, WSDOT seeks to operate these corridors efficiently and
manage demand before strategically adding capacity. At this time,
adding additional lanes to SR 525 between Paine Field and the Mukilteo
Terminal is not part of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project. The purpose of
this project is to provide safe, reliable, and efficient service and
connections at the Mukilteo Terminal between Island County and the
Seattle/Everett metropolitan area; please see section 1.4.1 Project
Purpose in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS. The multimodal aspect of this
project is meant to help address congestion in this area by encouraging
the use of various modes of transportation through better connections to
transit, rail, and ferries. As noted in Chapter 3, Transportation, the
project is not expected to increase vehicle volumes to the ferry
compared to No-Build.

 

I-018-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
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effects. The Final EIS identifies additional features for the Preferred
Alternative, including landscaping and public shoreline access.
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I-019-001

Thank you for your detailed comments regarding the project alternatives
and the reasons for your support of Elliot Point 1. Your stated goals are
generally consistent with the project's purpose and need. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-019-002

Issues related to existing safety and operations deficiencies, and
installing a new signalized intersection on the SR 525 corridor would be
considered as a separate project by WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo.
The Mukilteo Multimodal Project alternative's identify impacts where the
mulitmodal facilities would worsen conditions or where intersections
would not meet level of service standards. The transportation analysis in
Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS did not specifically analyze the Goat Trail
Road/SR 525 intersection, but did analyze the 76th Street W/SR 525
intersection. As described in Chapter 3, Transportation, none of the
alternatives would increase ferry vehicle traffic compared to No-Build.
The Preferred Alternative,as well as Elliot Point 1, would reduce queuing.
In addition, most of the delay at the intersections within the project's
study area is due to background growth (general growth in the area), not
the Mukilteo ferry terminal.

Please see section 3.7.1, Intersections Projected to Exceed Level of
Service Standards, in the Final EIS for a discussion of the intersections
projected to fall below level of service standards, and where mitigation
measures are warranted.
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I-020-001

Based on the goals for managing demand in the WSDOT Ferries
Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), a third boat is no longer planned
for this route.

WSDOT uses a variety of methods for notifying the public of service
changes; however, the removal of the steel electric ferries in 2007 was in
response to a safety emergency when inspections showed the older
vessels were unsafe.

 

I-020-002

Your comment is noted.

 

I-020-003

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-021-001

Queue lengths do vary throughout the year. Figure 3-2 in the Draft and
Final EIS, depicts the existing queue lengths along SR 525 and notes
that the conditions on the figure are: "As observed December 2010 for
weekday evenings. Longer queues often reported on weekends,
holidays, and during summer months."

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce impacts,
or improve other benefits. The refinements include shifting the layout of
the transit center, ferry berth, and several terminal buildings to provide
more room to store vehicles in holding lanes, which would help shorten
the length of typical queues back onto SR 525. Please refer to Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for additional information about the refinements to the
Preferred Alternative.

 

I-021-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to improve operations
and facilities serving the mainland terminus of the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry
route. Improvements to SR 525 north of 92nd Street SW are beyond the
scope of the project and defined by the purpose and need. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The holding area for the Preferred Alternative has been modified to
accommodate up to 266 vehicles, but a doubling of its capacity would
exceed system standards, increase costs, and worsen overall
environmental effects. Please see the Final EIS for more information on
the design refinements for the Preferred Alternative.
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I-022-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-023-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Existing Site Improvements
and Elliot Point 2. The Ivar's would be displaced by the Existing Site
Improvements Alternative, but would remain with the Elliot Point 2
Alternative.

 

I-023-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-024-001

The Preferred Alternative, a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative, would not change access to the beach near the Silver Cloud
Inn. Current plans for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project do not include
SCUBA diving enhancements, such as underwater structures.

 

I-024-002

Removal of creosote-treated piles and any encountered contaminated
soils under the pier would be beneficial to the environment in the long
run. Mitigation for project effects will be developed in consultation with
tribes and regulatory agencies, and implemented to comply with state,
local, and federal regulations. Please see section 4.12, Ecosystems, of
the Final EIS for an updated discussion.
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I-025-001

Thank you for sharing this piece of Mukilteo history. WSDOT and FTA
hope that the Mukilteo Multimodal Project provides more ferry history in
Mukilteo.
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I-026-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.
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I-027-001

Thank you for your comment identifying your preference for Elliot
Point 2. The presentation materials at meetings were intended as a
summary; the Draft EIS itself provided additional information. Financial
information can also be found on WSDOT's website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. 
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I-028-001

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. As described in Chapter 1, the purpose and need is focused on
meeting future demand through multimodal connections rather than
increasing vehicle capacity. Therefore, major new regional routes to the
Mukilteo waterfront would be beyond the scope of the project. The
Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a second slip should
WSDOT decide to build one in the future; however, it is not part of the
current project.

Access through Japanese Gulch was considered earlier, but was
dropped from further analysis due to extensive environmental impacts.
Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, in the Final EIS
documents the alternatives considered but not studied further and
describes the screening evaluation measures and results for the project.
Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives

History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available
on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's
development of concepts and alternatives.
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I-029-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street from SR 525 to the
Mount Baker railroad crossing. Once the shoreline access area near the
Mount Baker Terminal is open, pedestrians and bicyclists would be able
to access the waterfront using this crossing.
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I-030-001

Thank you for your comments identifying your preference for Elliot Point
2. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.
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I-031-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Maintaining the existing dock in a safe and usable condition
would not be viable, as a complete replacement would be needed, and
would also preclude potential redevelopment of the existing terminal
area.
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I-032-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would reduce the ferry queue along SR 525
during peak travel times because it increases the holding area. Queues
would also be shortened by optimizing transaction time at toll booths and
when all four toll booths are open.
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I-033-001

Thank you for your comments about the project alternatives. The
Mukilteo Multimodal Project does not include modification or
replacement of SR 525 bridge or roadway. Rather the focus of the
project is to improve operations and safety at the ferry terminal, which is
an independent issue.

 

I-033-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to improve the safety
and reliability of operations and facilities serving the mainland terminus
of the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route. Re-routing SR 525 and creating a
new roadway in Japanese Gulch is outside the scope of the Mukilteo
Multimodal Project. As stated in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, most
future growth is to be met through improved multimodal system
functions, rather than increasing vehicle use alone. Appendix E,
Alternatives No Longer Considered, in the Final EIS documents the
alternatives considered but not studied further and describes the
screening evaluation measures and results for the project. Additionally,
the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History

Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the
project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's
development of concepts and alternatives, and how access through
Japanese Gulch was considered.

Sound Transit is the agency responsible for Sounder service and
determining the train schedules, which are developed in coordination
with BNSF.
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I-034-001

Thank you for your comments. The purpose of this project is to improve
the safety and reliability of operations and facilities serving the mainland
terminus of the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry route. Re-routing SR 525 and
creating a new roadway in Japanese Gulch are outside the scope of the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project because it is inconsistent with the project's
purpose and need, which itself is based on both local and regional land
use and transportation plans. As stated in Chapter 1, Purpose and Need,
most future growth is to be met through improved multimodal system
functions, rather than increasing vehicle use alone. The Mukilteo

Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009

(published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the project's
website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's development of concepts
and the alternatives, and how access through Japanese Gulch was
considered.
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I-035-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would provide a continuous walkway along the
shoreline from the First Street extension to the transit center, and
provide a walkway connecting to Mukilteo Station. The Preferred
Alternative's design could also accommodate a second slip should
WSDOT decide to build one in the future; however, it is not part of the
current project.

 

I-035-002

Neither of the Elliot Point alternatives would allow for a 3-boat service
since their current designs have only one completed slip. However,
these alternatives could accommodate a second slip should WSDOT
decide to build one in the future.
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I-036-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The public boat launch is outside of the scope of this project and
would not be affected by the Preferred Alternative.
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I-037-001

Thank you for identifying your opposition to Existing Site Improvements,
and your preference for the Elliot Point 2 Alternative or the "furthest east"
option, which is the Elliot Point 1 Alternative. WSDOT appreciates the
information about the Mongrain building and tenants. Please refer to
section 4.2, Land Use, in the Final EIS for updated information for the
properties and businesses affected by the project. All of the alternatives
would displace the uses in the Mongrain Building. WSDOT will work with
the affected parties to provide compensation and relocation assistance in
compliance with applicable regulations. Section 4.2.7 of the Final EIS
discusses mitigation measures and the requirements of the Federal
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies
Act (42 USC 4601) and Washington State Real Property Acquisition
Policy Act (RCW 8.26).

 

I-037-002

Both the Elliot Point alternatives would help reduce the queuing along
SR 525 since the terminal would be located on the Tank Farm property,
allowing for more vehicle holding space off of SR 525 during the peak
periods.

 

I-037-003

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements. 

 

I-037-004

Thank you for your comments.
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I-038-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The purpose of this project is to provide safe, reliable, and
efficient service and connections at the Mukilteo Terminal between
Island County and the Seattle/Everett metropolitan area; please see
section 1.4.1, Project Purpose, in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS.

WSDOT's cost estimates reflect the agency's current best practices for
predicting costs based on real-world factors and relative risk, complexity,
timing, and scope of each alternative.

The Draft and Final EISs reviewed air quality, noise, and other factors
related to the alternatives. The Preferred Alternative includes a
promenade, landscaping, and other features to expand public waterfront
areas and allow the exiting terminal area to be redeveloped for other
uses, consistent with adopted city plans.
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I-039-001

The 73 percent increase on the Mukilteo-Clinton route is for 2030 (this
represents growth from 2006 to 2030) and can be found in the WSDOT
Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan.

 

I-039-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and for
stating your preferences. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.
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I-040-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-040-002

Alternatives that would move the terminal to locations outside Mukilteo
were previously considered and screened out because they would not
improve transportation conditions and would not meet the purpose and
need. Please see the Final EIS Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered, for more information about how the alternatives analyzed in
the Draft EIS were developed. Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal

Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the project's website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's development of concepts
and alternatives.
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I-041-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and your
preference. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.
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I-042-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives. The
purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to provide safe, reliable
and efficient service and connections for those traveling between Island
County and the Seattle-Everett metropolitan area and beyond. For these
reasons, improvements are focused on the terminal building, ferry
operations and intermodal connections. 

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative does include a continuous walkway
along the shoreline.
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I-043-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives including
your preference and key observations. WSDOT has identified a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
decision was based on several factors including comments from
members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability
to meet the project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance
of environmental benefits compared to effects.

 

I-043-002

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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I-044-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 119

I-045-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-046-001

The No-Build Alternative would include just minor improvements to the
existing ferry terminal; the Mukilteo Tank Farm would not be used at all.
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I-047-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. Please see the Final EIS for updated information on the
alternatives and their environmental effects.

The Preferred Alternative includes many of the elements you
recommend, but the decision to implement a reservation system is a
separate operational issue. WSDOT is evaluating candidates for the
reservation system on routes throughout the ferry system to determine
where reservations would be most effective.

 

I-047-002

The Final EIS discusses the displacement of businesses, and parking
currently used by business, in section 4.2, Land Use. Each alternative is
evaluated in terms of the extent to which it accommodates the City of
Mukilteo goals for a mix of commercial and residential uses in the
downtown and waterfront sub-areas. The City of Mukilteo zoning
requirements for parking would be met by the ferry terminal and any
future development that may occur in the vicinity.

 

I-047-003

Section 4.6 of the Final EIS presents the cultural resources in the study
area and potential effects to them. This section also describes the
coordination efforts with tribes and other parties with the responsibility to
protect cultural resources. The Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement
is included as Appendix J to the Final EIS.
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I-048-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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I-049-001

To develop travel forecasts for a roadway and ferry network, two
demand models were used:

The Ferries Division Long-Range Plan 2009-2030 model was used
to determine ferry ridership and distribution of ferry passengers.

1.

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) 2040 Regional model
was used to determine traffic forecasts for the state and regional
roadway network.

2.

The Mukilteo Multimodal Project would not create growth; its operations
are not expanding (see section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS) and the increase
in ridership is what is expected regardless of whether a new terminal is
built or not.

The Final EIS discusses future planned projects in the area and the
potential impacts of those projects when combined with the Mukilteo
Multimodal Project for each resource discussed in the document. You
can find these discussions within the "Cumulative Effects" subsections in
Chapter 3 and Chapter 4.

 

I-049-002

WSDOT would monitor and maintain the signals at the First Street
Extension and 5th Avenue intersections with SR 525 to optimize traffic
flow. As described in section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS (see Figure 3-6), the
queue lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and Elliot Point 1
Alternative, compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because these
two alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the
east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter
compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly
with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.
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Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.
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I-050-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
Currently, changes in ferry schedule for the Mukilteo-Clinton route are
not proposed.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce impacts,
or improve other benefits. Reliability improvements are designed to
reduce waits because late boats increase wait time and lines. Multimodal
connections also reduce wait time because fewer people would need to
drive on in order to make the trip. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS
for information about the design refinements.
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I-051-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce impacts,
or improve other benefits. Reliability improvements are designed to
reduce waits because late boats increase wait time and lines. Multimodal
connections also reduce wait time because fewer people would need to
drive on in order to make the trip. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS
for information about the design refinements.

 

I-051-002

Comment acknowledged. Washington State Ferries is a division within
the Washington State Department of Transportation.

 

I-051-003

The Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a second slip
should WSDOT decide to build one in the future, although the second
slip is not part of the proposed action. Chapter 3 of the Final EIS
provides a discussion of the direction provided to the project by the
WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), and notes the
policy guidance provided by the long range plan to determine when a
second boat would be added due to excessive waits and lower
transportation service levels. However, the number of ferry runs is an
independent decision from the terminal improvements, which are
focused on improved multimodal connections and improved safety and
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security, rather than vehicle capacity expansion. For these reasons, the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project does not assume an increase in the ferry
schedule for the Mukilteo-Clinton route, which would be made at the
point that WSDOT proposed constructing the second ferry slip.
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I-052-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-053-001

The purpose of this project is to provide safe, reliable, and efficient
service and connections at the Mukilteo Terminal between Island County
and the Seattle/Everett metropolitan area; please see section 1.4.1,
Project Purpose, in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS.

The project will provide enhanced stormwater treatment to treat runoff
from pollutant-generating impervious surfaces in the project area.
Stormwater treatment facilities are being designed to avoid untreated
runoff from flowing directly into Possession Sound. Please see section
4.11 of the Final EIS for additional information about water resources
with the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-053-002

Thank you for your comment regarding flooding and potential wave
scour in the vicinity of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project. As discussed in
section 4.11, Water Resources, of the Final EIS, WSDOT has
considered these issues in the environmental impact analysis. Section
4.11 also describes WSDOT's detailed engineering study of tides,
waves, and currents. A modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
has been identified as the Preferred Alternative because, among other
reasons, it is largely outside the FEMA 100-year floodplain. With any of
the alternatives, fill composition, foundation structures, and drainage
system designs would be selected to minimize the risk of impacts.

 

I-053-003

Your comment about not wanting a parking lot on the waterfront is noted.
The ferry holding area is not for long-term parking and it requires a
location adjacent to the ferry dock. The Preferred Alternative also
minimizes other parking areas, and it opens areas elsewhere along the
waterfront that are currently used for loading. Transportation effects,
such as queuing and parking, for the Preferred Alternative are discussed
in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS.
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The total budget for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is $90.1 million,
including a mix of state and federal funds. To date, WSDOT has secured
$29 million in federal grants and current federal funding that allows
WSDOT to complete the Final EIS. Because of its multimodal emphasis,
WSDOT believes the project is competitive for securing additional
federal funding once the EIS process is complete, but legislative action
would also be needed before the project could be fully implemented.
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I-054-001

The proposed build alternatives would improve multimodal connections
and facilities at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal to encourage greater walk-
on ridership. Sound Transit and the City of Mukilteo have discussed the
possibility of developing a joint-use parking garage that would provide an
accessible location for day and overnight parking.
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I-055-001

Thank you for this compliment.

 

I-055-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative design is described in Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS.

Many concepts and locations for the ferry terminal were considered
during the development of alternatives as described in the Final EIS and
the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History
Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the
project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm). The No-Build and Existing Site
Improvements alternatives are the option considered in the Final EIS that
are west of the Preferred Alternative's location. The Preferred Alternative
is located on the west end of the Mukilteo Tank Farm property. If the
alternatives were to be moved further west, it could impact other private
properties including Ivar's, the Silver Cloud Inn, and the NOAA Mukilteo
Research Station.
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I-056-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative design is described in Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS.

 

I-056-002

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
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I-057-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative's design is described in Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS.

 

I-057-002

The potential disturbance of archaeological resources for each
alternative is discussed in the Draft and Final EISs, as well as the
Cultural Resources Discipline Report. WSDOT and FTA consider
potential effects to cultural resources seriously and are developing
measures to resolve adverse effects. WSDOT has been conducting a
collaborative planning and cultural design process with the Native
American tribes.

 

I-057-003

The Preferred Alternative provides improvements such as wide
sidewalks, bike lanes, and accessible sidewalks to improve the safety
and comfort for all users.
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I-058-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2 Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative's design is described in Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS. The updated pedestrian connections and estimated
walking distances are discussed in section 3.3.3 of the Final EIS. For the
Preferred Alternative, the walking distance is about 745 feet between
Mukilteo Station and the ferry passenger building, and about 225 feet
from the passenger building to the Transit Center.
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I-059-001

Thank you for your comments.

 

I-059-002

Comment noted. However, ticket pricing is not a component of this
project.

 

I-059-003

WSDOT predicts a 73 percent increase in annual passengers (1,840,000
to 3,175,000) on the Mukilteo-Clinton route from 2006 to 2030.
Presently, the vessels serving the Mukilteo-Clinton route can
accommodate approximately 1,200 walk-on passengers per sailing. The
proposed alternatives would improve multimodal connections and
facilities, including overhead passenger loading, to increase the number
of walk-on passengers.
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I-059-004

The No-Build Alternative includes facility maintenance and structure
replacements as necessary to keep the facility functional. Nearly all of
the ferry docking, loading and unloading facilities would need to be
replaced because they will have reached the end of their lifespan by
2040. In addition, the terminal building, passenger building and toll
booths would also need to be replaced in the coming decades to keep
the ferry terminal operational. WSDOT has estimated these costs would
add up to an estimated $60 to $65 million (in 2015 dollars) to maintain
the current facility in operating order.

 

I-059-005

Thank you for indicating the reasons for you preference for Elliot Point 2.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-060-001

The Preferred Alternative, as well as the other alternatives, would
upgrade pedestrian connections between the terminal and other transit
facilities. However, improvements to other destinations such as
Lighthouse Park are beyond the scope of the project. Other transit
amenities such as pick up or drop off access are included in the
Preferred Alternative conceptual design and would be further refined
during final design. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information
about the design refinements.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 141

I-061-001

Thank you for your comments regarding key elements that you consider
important to integrating the multimodal center within the fabric of the
community. Section 4.2 of the Final EIS describes how the alternatives,
including the Preferred Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2),
relate to the City of Mukilteo plans for a centralized waterfront district.
Ivar's would remain with the Preferred Alternative. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-062-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the
design refinements.
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I-063-001

Thank you for your comments. The No-Build Alternative includes facility
maintenance and structure replacements as necessary to keep the
facility functional. Nearly all of the ferry docking, loading and unloading
facilities would need to be replaced because they will have reached the
end of their lifespan by 2040. In addition, the terminal building,
passenger building and toll booths would also need to be replaced in the
coming decades to keep the ferry terminal operational. WSDOT has
estimated these costs would add up to an estimated $60 to $65 million
(in 2015 dollars) to maintain the current facility in operating order.
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I-064-001

Thank you for your comments. As described in Chapter 1, the purpose
and need is focused on meeting future demand through improved
multimodal connections.  The Preferred Alternative, a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, would improve the multimodal
connections for rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will
enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users.
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I-065-001

Thank you for your comments. One of the purposes of this project is to
provide a terminal and supporting facilities with the infrastructure and
operating characteristics needed to improve safety, security, quality,
reliability, and efficiency of the multimodal transportation connections.

 

I-065-002

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as its Preferred Alternative. This alternative would avoid excavation or
other intrusions within the shell midden and could better accommodate
potential design features that reflect the site's cultural and historic
significance. Also, the Preferred Alternative could better accommodate
design elements that commemorate the cultural and historic significance
of the area to Native American tribes. The Final EIS Chapter 2,
Alternatives, describes the design refinements, and Chapter 4,
Environmental Impacts and Mitigation, describes the mitigation
measures and updated environmental information for the Preferred
Alternative. Chapter 7 of the Final EIS also summarizes the project's
outreach and coordination with Tribes.
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I-066-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project. The
EIS is being developed in accordance with the state and federal
environmental regulations and is helping WSDOT and FTA determine
whether or not to seek funding to implement the project. The EIS does
not make any assumptions about future legislative or appropriation
decisions. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describes the current status of the
U.S. Air Force land transfer to the Port of Everett, and also explains why
commuter parking for ferry patrons is not part of the proposed project.
Chapter 3 discusses transportation effects and mitigation, including
potential improvements to congested intersections.

 

I-066-002

WSDOT inspects the Mukilteo Terminal annually and it is currently safe
for operation. The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to
provide safe, reliable, and efficient service and connections. Once the
environmental process is complete and the federal Record of Decision
signed, the construction of this project can begin. The next steps for the
completion of the environmental process are given in Chapter 7, section
7.4 of the Final EIS. WSDOT plans to construct the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project between 2015-2019. 
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I-067-001

Your concerns about potential noise impacts at your residence are
acknowledged. WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as
the Preferred Alternative. This alternative would locate the ferry terminal
on the western portion of the Mukilteo Tank Farm, which is near your
residence.

The noise analysis for the Preferred Alternative, presented in section 4.3
of the Final EIS, concluded that all project elements are far enough from
the noise-sensitive land uses, such as residential neighborhoods, to
avoid potential impacts. No sound proofing of buildings is proposed.
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I-068-001

Moving the ferry terminal to Edmonds or Everett was considered during
the screening process; however, these concepts were not moved
forward. Please see Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, of
the Final EIS for the discussion of the alternatives that WSDOT has
considered during the project's planning process and why they are no
longer under consideration. Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry

Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010 and available on the project's website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/
multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's development of concepts
and the alternatives, and how access through Japanese Gulch was
considered.
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I-069-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-069-002

Thank you for this compliment.
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I-070-001

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT has identified a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-071-001

Analysis in section 4.2.6 of the Final EIS assesses the potential of each
alternative to redevelop and meet the City's land use goals of mixed use
development on the Mukilteo Tank Farm site and the current ferry
terminal site.  The alternatives vary in the extent to which they could
accommodate relocation of the boat launch ramp currently at the
Mukilteo Lighthouse Park and expansion of the current NOAA facility. 
The ferry system plans do not incorporate specific plans outside of its
own development area for other uses, but the Final EIS does address
the extent to which the redevelopment of the remaining land is
constrained by the four alternatives considered.
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I-072-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would improve the multimodal connections for
rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will enhance the
usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users. As stated in
Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused on
improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent with
the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements.
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I-073-001

Thank you. We are pleased the information presented at the open house
was useful to you.

 

I-073-002

Your comment about adding improvements to the Mukilteo Speedway is
acknowledged. WSDOT and FTA do not plan on expanding the scope of
this project beyond what has been presented in the Draft EIS.

WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on comments from the public,
agencies and tribes, and the alternative's ability to meet the project's
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad•
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crossing to improve emergency access and egress

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-074-001

Details on the Mukilteo Tank Farm are provided in section 2.4 of the
Final EIS.

Thank you for your suggestions about the terminal configuration for the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project. The Existing Site Improvements
Alternative analyzed in the Draft and Final EIS would replace the existing
terminal with an improved multimodal facility at the current site. WSDOT
has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.
Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, which describes the design
refinements for the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-074-002

The Ivar's would be displaced by the Existing Site Improvements
Alternative, but would remain with the Preferred Alternative (Elliot Point
2). As noted in the Draft EIS analysis on page 4-20, improvements may
constrain the potential for other commercial use and the potential for
development of a mixed use center as called for in City land use plans.It
is not clear whether the size of the terminal proposed under the Existing
Site Improvements Alternative would allow re-establishment of all or part
of the present restaurant use. 

 

I-074-003

Comment acknowledged. WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative and is moving forward to
complete the environmental process.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 159

I-075-001

Thank you for identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-076-001

Chapter 1 of the EIS provides a detailed discussion of why WSDOT is
proposing this project, including the need to meet future population and
employment growth, address unreliability, improve safety and security,
and address the deterioration of the existing facility.
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I-077-001

Thank you for your comments and identifying your preference for Elliot
Point 1. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.  This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects. The Preferred Alternative was also
modified to increase the holding area to 266 spaces as described in
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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I-078-001

Thank you for your comments expressing your long support for the
project and its importance to the City of Mukilteo.
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I-079-001

Thank you for your comments and identifying your preference for Elliot
Point 2. WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2
Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.  This decision was based on
several factors including comments from members of the public,
agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s
purpose and need while providing the best balance of environmental
benefits compared to effects. The Preferred Alternative design is
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. The alternative now avoids
impacting the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station’s existing parking and
keeps it on the west side of the project site. Due to space constraints
and balancing all of the multimodal needs, the transit center is proposed
to be located on the east side of the project site, which is close proximity
to the ferry terminal building and commuter rail station. A continuous
walkway would be provided along the shoreline from the First Street
extension to the transit center.

Many concepts and locations were considered during the development
of alternatives as  described in the Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal

Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010). 

 

I-079-002

Thank you for your suggestions. While the conceptual design for the
alternatives includes improved facilities for pedestrians and bicycles that
meet current WSDOT requirements, details such as landscaping and
amenities would continue to be developed during final design.
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I-080-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-080-002

The public hearings were scheduled based on a variety of factors,
including other public meetings in the Mukilteo area and the required
period between the date of the Draft EIS release and any hearing.

 

I-080-003

Thank you for sharing your key priorities. As described in Chapter 1, the
purpose and need is focused on meeting future demand through
improved multimodal connections. The Preferred Alternative, a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative, would improve the multimodal
connections for rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will
enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users. This
will enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users.
Development around the ferry terminal and ticket pricing are separate
issues that are not addressed in the Final EIS.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 167

I-081-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
preference for increasing pedestrian traffic capacity only. As stated in
Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the EIS, the project is intended to
improve overall multimodal transportation and does not provide
increased vehicle capacity. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
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Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-082-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Chapter 1 of the Final EIS describes the purpose and need, including
how the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009) has
shaped the proposed project focusing on multimodal improvements
(section 1.5.1); a passenger-only ferry would not be consistent with this
plan. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS (specifically section 2.3) describes the
alternatives considered and why commuter parking is not included.

 

I-082-002

Thank you for your comments.
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I-083-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
pedestrian flow along the waterfront and to the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The Preferred Alternative would improve the multimodal
connections for rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will
enhance the usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all
users. Facility improvements such as sidewalks will be designed to meet
current WSDOT requirements.

 

I-083-002

WSDOT met with Community Transit and Everett Transit to identify their
future transit needs at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal to design an adequate
transit facility for today and almost 30 years into the future. The six bus
bays would provide bus layover space (buses waiting to begin their next
run) for both existing and possible future routes. Presently, transit
providers do not have a formal location to layover. Layover is an
important aspect of providing high quality transit service. The Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and the Elliot Point 1
Alternative would provide a waterfront promenade.
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I-084-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-084-002

WSDOT and FTA agree that tribal considerations important and are
actively working with affected tribes to address any concerns.
The Preferred Alternative would not affect the areas above the culvert
and does not propose to daylight Japanese Creek during construction of
this project. However, in the future the City of Mukilteo plans to restore a
section of Japanese Creek to its previous channel and daylight the creek
along the Possession Sound shoreline, which would restore riparian and
aquatic habitat. Daylighting Japanese Creek and other creek restoration
activities would increase riparian and aquatic habitat. The City recently
added weirs to a section of the creek to allow fish access to an adjacent
wetland, which increases rearing and foraging habitat.  
Section 4.11 of the Final EIS discusses stormwater; however, final
design of the stormwater facilities is still in progress.

 

I-084-003

WSDOT met with Community Transit and Everett Transit to identify their
future transit needs at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal to design an adequate
transit facility. The six bus bays would provide space for bus layover
(buses waiting to begin their next run). Presently, transit providers do not
have a formal location to layover. Layover is an important aspect of
providing high quality transit service. For the Preferred Alternative (Elliot
Point 2) and the Elliot Point 1 Alternative, a waterfront promenade would
also be provided.
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I-085-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
decision was based on comments from the public, agencies and tribes,
and the alternative's ability to meet the project's purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the
design refinements.

 

I-085-002

The purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to provide safe,
reliable and efficient service and connections for those traveling between
Island County and the Seattle-Everett metropolitan area and beyond. 
For these reasons, improvements are focused on the terminal building,
ferry operations and intermodal connections.

Access through Japanese Gulch was considered earlier, but was
dropped from further analysis due to extensive environmental impacts.
Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, in the Final EIS
documents the alternatives considered but not studied further and
describes the screening evaluation measures and results for the project.
Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives

History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010 and available
on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Ferries/
mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the project's
development of concepts and alternatives.
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I-086-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-087-001

Thank you for your comments. Pavement markings need to be
consistent with standards in the Manual of Traffic Control Devices. Red
paint is not an approved color and is less visible than white paint,
especially during the nighttime.
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I-088-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The Preferred Alternative would not displace Ivar's. A large supply of
overnight parking is not available today and the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight use. The Final EIS does
note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for increasing
parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make access more
convenient for some travelers.

 

I-088-002

Pedestrian ramps and sidewalks would be designed to meet current
WSDOT design standards, including standards for ADA accessibility.

 

I-088-003

Comment acknowledged. However, ticket pricing is not a component of
this project.
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I-089-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

The multimodal aspect of this project is meant to help address
congestion in this area by encouraging the use of various modes of
transportation through better connections to transit, rail, and ferries. The
project is not expected to increase vehicle volumes to the ferry
compared to No-Build Alternative. Information on vehicle volumes can be
found in Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS. The Preferred
Alternative would also avoid impacts to general parking supply in
Mukilteo's central waterfront area.
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I-090-001

The Transportation Discipline Report provides a summary of collision
trends (2005 through 2009) for study area intersections. This analysis
shows that the proportion of collision severity (property damage only,
injury, and fatality) has remained similar over the last several years and
that the overall frequency of collisions in the SR 525 corridor has been in
decline.

As described in section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS (see Figure 3-6), the queue
lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and Elliot Point 1
Alternative, compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because these
two alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the
east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter
compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly
with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.

Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-091-001

Overhead passenger loading, which allows pedestrian traffic to load and
unload concurrently with vehicular traffic, is an element of each Build
Alternative.
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I-092-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-092-002

Section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS (see Figure 3-6) describes how the queue
lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the Preferred
Alternative (a modified version of Elliot Point 2) and Elliot Point 1
Alternative, compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because these
two alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the
east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter
compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly
with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.

Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.
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I-093-001

The purpose of the EIS is to identify a project that WSDOT can move
forward to implement, after satisfying the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act and the State Environmental Policy Act.  The
Draft EIS identified funding as one of the required next steps, and it is
correct that not all funding is currently in place.  WSDOT is anticipating
that a combination of state and federal funds could be used to complete
the project.  However, WSDOT would not move forward into construction
without confirming that funding is available to complete construction and
operate the facility. 

 

I-093-002

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. One of the changes that has been
incorporated into the Preferred Alternative is a relocation of the WSDOT
employee parking facility. As described in the Draft EIS section 4.3.3,
Long-Term Environmental Impacts, there were potential noise impacts to
the Losvar Condominiums and the Silver Cloud Inn, both noise-sensitive
receptors. No other impacts were identified. By moving the WSDOT
employee parking away from these sensitive receptors, noise impacts
have been eliminated. Please see section 4.3.3 in the Final EIS for the
findings of the noise analysis for this project.

 

I-093-003

Chapter 3, Transportation, of the Final EIS contains additional
information about traffic. None of the proposed alternatives would
construct a new roadway along Japanese Creek or Japanese Gulch. The
purpose of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project is to provide safe, reliable
and efficient service and connections for those traveling between Island
County and the Seattle-Everett metropolitan area and beyond.  For these
reasons, improvements are focused on the terminal building, ferry
operations, and intermodal connections.
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I-094-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-094-002

Thank you.
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I-095-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
Pedestrian ramps and sidewalks would be designed to meet current
WSDOT design standards, including standards for ADA accessibility.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-096-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-097-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar
to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see the
Final EIS for all of the information about the design refinements.

The multimodal aspect of this project is meant to help address
congestion in this area by encouraging the use of various modes of
transportation through better connections to transit, rail, and ferries. The
proposed project would not cause an increase in traffic, but rather help
address the anticipated increase in travel demand on the Mukilteo-
Clinton ferry route largely through improved multimodal connections.

The Preferred Alternative will extend First Street to the Mount Baker
railroad crossing. Ferry traffic would enter the holding area from the new
roadway. This eliminates the conflict between local and ferry traffic at the
SR 525-Front Street intersection.
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I-098-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-099-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional driving to
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

The design refinements for the Preferred Alternative avoid impacts to
Mukilteo Station's existing parking and relocate the proposed ferry
employee parking to the transit center. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS further
describes the Preferred Alternative's design refinements. Chapter 8 of
the Final EIS provides a response to the public comments requesting
parking as part of the project.

With the Elliot Point 1 Alternative, the First Avenue extension
would modify access to the Mount Baker Terminal shoreline access area
and its parking. A public access road is planned to the Mount Baker
Terminal, but the Port is waiting for the U.S. Air Force property transfer
before it undertakes this improvement.
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I-100-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1, followed by Elliot Point 2.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about the
design refinements.

 

I-100-002

The extent to which each of the alternatives provides the potential for
mixed use commercial and residential use of the existing terminal
and holding area is discussed in the Final EIS section 4.2, Land Use. By
relocating the terminal in either Elliot Point alternative, some land could
be made available for development under the City’s mixed use zoning.
The Preferred Alternative also includes a continuous promenade along
the waterfront.
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I-101-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project,
describing the importance of the Ferry system to your business, and for
stating how a long-term closure could impact your business. WSDOT
has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. As you note, the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1 both
avoid closure and disruption of service.
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I-102-001

Comment acknowledged; however, increasing the frequency of ferry
crossings is not the purpose nor a component of this project.

 

I-102-002

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point 2 Alternative. WSDOT
considered these comments as they went through the process of
identifying the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative for
this project. The Preferred Alternative's design can accommodate a
second slip should WSDOT decide to build one in the future; however, it
is not part of the current project.
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I-103-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. Chapter 1, Purpose and
Need, and Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, describe how the
purpose and need influenced the choice of alternatives, and how the
WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009) influenced the
assumed design requirements. Ferries that hold 144 cars are proposed
to replace the current 124-car ferries on this route based on the Final

Long-Range Plan. Larger ferry vessels are not proposed at this time.

As discussed in section 4.9.8 of the Final EIS, the Mukilteo project team
considered the potential impacts of climate change during preliminary
design and the potential for changes in the surrounding natural
environment. The current projected medium change in Puget Sound sea
level is 13 inches by 2100, with a range of 6 inches to 50 inches (Mote et
al. 2008). Overall, recent studies appear to be converging on projected
increases in the range of 2 to 4 feet, which has been taken into account
by project design engineers.

The Preferred Alternative extends First Street and increases the
vehicle holding area. Queues would also be shortened by optimizing
transaction time at toll booths and when all four toll booths are open.

We appreciate your detailed diagram. Reconfiguring SR 525 near Paine
Field would be considered as a separate project from the multimodal
facilities by WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo. Many concepts and
locations for the ferry terminal were considered during the development
of alternatives as described in the Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal

Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by
WSDOT in June 2010).

Section 4.2, Land Use, of the Final EIS describes how the project
alternatives respond to the City's plans for revitalizing its waterfront and

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 191

improving environmental functions, including how the alternatives
address the City's Shoreline Management Plan requirements. The
Preferred Alternative includes a continuous walkway along the shoreline
from the First Street extension to the Transit Center.

 

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 192Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 193

I-104-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-104-002

All of the build alternatives include one slip, with the ability to
accommodate construction of a second slip in the future, as a separate
project.  As the percent of sailings that are at capacity increases, a
second slip will be evaluated. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a
description of the alternatives.

 

I-104-003

Thank you for your comment. As you note, impacts occur when projects
are built. WSDOT and FTA will avoid, minimize, or mitigate
environmental impacts related to this project depending on the impact
and what is feasible or necessary.

 

I-104-004

The Preferred Alternative (a modified version of the Elliot Point 2) would
provide the most opportunity to incorporate features into the terminal
design to reflect the cultural and historic significance of the project area
to Native American tribes. Chapter 7, Public Involvement, of the Final
EIS describes the tribal coordination efforts for this project. This
alternative would also avoid displacing Ivar's.
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I-105-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build Alternative. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-105-002

WSDOT has been developing alternatives for the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project since the beginning of the NEPA/SEPA process in 2004. Moving
the Mukilteo ferry terminal out of Mukilteo was considered but not carried
forward for evaluation in the EIS. A summary of the alternative
development process can be found in Appendix E, Alternatives No
Longer Considered.

 

I-105-003

Thank you for sharing your idea. The Preferred Alternative was modified
to increase the holding area as described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS.
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I-106-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project
and identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative have been identified
to further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
impacts, or improve other benefits. The overall footprint of the Preferred
Alternative remains similar to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the
Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for information about
the design refinements.

 

I-106-002

Creosote-treated piles from the tank farm would be removed as part of
the terminal demolition activity for the Preferred Alternative.

 

I-106-003

The Preferred Alternative would improve the multimodal connections for
rail and bus users, bicycles, and pedestrians. This will enhance the
usability and efficiency of the ferry system for all users. 

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street to an intersection
with the Mount Baker railroad crossing, which would improve emergency
access and egress. The intersection to the crossing would also be
designed to serve non-motorized users as well as general purpose
vehicles, consistent with the City of Mukilteo’s plan to open the Mount
Baker railroad crossing to general-purpose traffic when the Port of
Everett completes an access road leading to the Mount Baker Terminal
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and the terminal’s public shoreline access area. Chapter 3,
Transportation, as well as the Transportation Discipline Report for the
Final EIS provide information about traffic conditions and analysis in the
project area.
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I-107-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project
identifying your preference for keeping the terminal at its current location.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-108-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-108-002

Impacts of proposed lighting are discussed in the Draft and Final EIS
section 4.4 Visual Quality, Aesthetics, and Light and Glare. The extent of
existing light sources in the area are discussed in section 4.4.2 Affected
Environment. Light impacts from the No-Build and Existing Site
Improvements alternatives would be similar to existing conditions. The
Elliot Point 1 and 2 Alternatives add lighting to an area with current low
light levels. The analysis and discussion of visual impacts and mitigation
for the alternatives has been updated in the Final EIS section 4.4.3,
Long-Term Environmental Impacts.

 

I-108-003

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street to an intersection
with the Mount Baker railroad crossing, which would improve emergency
access and egress. The intersection to the crossing would also be
designed to serve non-motorized users as well as general purpose
vehicles, consistent with the City of Mukilteo’s plan to open the Mount
Baker railroad crossing to general-purpose traffic when the Port of
Everett completes an access road leading to the Mount Baker Terminal
and the terminal’s public shoreline access area. 

 

I-108-004

WSDOT is not proposing a roadway along Japanese Gulch as part of the
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proposed alternatives. Access through Japanese Gulch was considered
earlier, but was dropped from further analysis due to extensive
environmental impacts. Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered,
in the Final EIS documents the alternatives considered but not studied
further and describes the screening evaluation measures and results for
the project. Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project

Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010
and available on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm) documents the
project's development of concepts and alternatives.
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I-109-001

Thank you for your comments and identifying your preference for
Existing Site Improvements. WSDOT has identified a modified version of
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision
was based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Issues related to existing
safety and operations deficiencies on the SR 525 corridor would be
considered as a separate issue by WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo.
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I-110-001

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT has identified a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. While this
alternative would reduce the ferry queue along SR 525 during peak
travel times, it does not re-route ferry traffic off of the state route. The
Preferred Alternative moves the ferry terminal to the Mukilteo Tank
Farm, as a result the existing terminal would be available for another use
consistent with the City's adopted plans and other applicable regulations.
Issues related to existing safety and operations deficiencies on the
SR 525 corridor would be considered as a separate issue by WSDOT
and the City of Mukilteo.
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I-111-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-111-002

Comment noted. The Final EIS contains updated environmental
information and analysis as the project design continues to develop for
this project.
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I-112-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. Sound Transit and the City of Mukilteo are also continuing to
plan future phases of the Mukilteo Station, in anticipation of increasing
rail commuter parking supply.
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I-113-001

Thank you for your comment. Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered, in the Final EIS documents that a floating or elevated bridge
across Possession Sound between Mukilteo and Clinton was considered
but not studied further. The shore-to-shore span of the bridge would be
approximately 2.76 miles, not including the support structures. This span
would be approximately 70 percent longer than the longest span
currently in existence. This concept is not feasible because of potential
environmental impacts and the high cost for such a structure.
Appendix E also describes the screening evaluation measures and
results for the project.

Additionally, the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project Alternatives

History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010) documents a
bridge across Puget Sound was an alternative evaluated but not carried
forward.
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I-114-001

Thank you for your comments, suggestions, and sharing your vision for
Mukilteo's future. Many concepts and locations for the ferry terminal
were considered during the development of alternatives as described in
the Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project

Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010
and available on the project's website: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
Projects/Ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/library.htm).

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been
identified to further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need,
reduce environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•
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The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-115-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-115-002

The restoration of Japanese Creek is an objective of the City of
Mukilteo's Shoreline Management Plan and a requirement for projects
that propose shoreline development over the existing culverted
stream.  The Preferred Alternative is confined to the western portion of
the tank farm property and does not extend over Japanese Creek to the
areas where restoration is required.   

 

I-115-003

Schedule and sailing time would remain as it is today, approximately 15
minutes each way (see section 3.3 in the Final EIS). Decisions about
ferry fares are independent of this project.
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I-116-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
decision was based on comments from the public, agencies and tribes,
and the alternative's ability to meet the project's purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Relocation of the ferry terminal would allow WSDOT to release its
interests in the existing vehicle holding area as well as at the existing
terminal building. WSDOT would terminate the lease on the Buzz Inn
property and with the Port of Everett, and could sell the portion of
WSDOT-owned property that would not be needed for the Preferred
Alternative. This would allow these properties currently occupied by
WSDOT for ferry operation to be made available for other uses subject
to the City of Mukilteo mixed use zoning requirements.

A large supply of overnight parking is not available today and the build
alternatives do not propose additional parking supply for overnight use.
The Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options
for increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.

As stated in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, the purpose and need is focused
on improving safety, reliability, and multimodal connections. Consistent
with the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009), the
alternatives are designed to minimize the need for additional vehicles at
the terminal and an increased supply of overnight parking is not needed
to achieve the purpose and need. Therefore, the build alternatives do not
propose additional parking supply for overnight or long-term use. The
Final EIS does note that the City of Mukilteo is investigating options for
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increasing parking supply for a variety of uses and this could make
access more convenient for some travelers.
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I-117-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 212Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 213

I-118-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for a combination of the No-Build and
Existing Site Improvements alternatives. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

 

I-118-002

Comment noted. WSDOT does not have the authority to transfer the
land to tribal ownership. The U.S. Air Force is currently in the process of
transferring the Mukilteo Tank Farm to the Port of Everett, as permitted
by federal legislation. 

 

I-118-003

WSDOT has identified the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This alternative would reduce the ferry queues along
SR 525. A park-and-ride is not proposed as a component of this project.
Chapter 3 of the Final EIS provides updated transportation information
and analysis. Mitigation measures are discussed in section 3.7.
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I-119-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has been developing alternatives for this project since 2004,
and the planning to address the long-range needs for the route has been
underway for decades. Chapter 1 of the EIS also describes the purpose
and need, which considers needs over a 20 to 30 year horizon for the
terminal. See Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered, for a
discussion of the alternatives considered over the years. The public has
had an opportunity to participate and provide input, and will continue to
have the opportunity through the life of the project. WSDOT values the
public's input as the agency evaluates alternatives.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•
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Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-120-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.
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I-121-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 1. WSDOT has identified a
modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Among the refinements made to the Preferred Alternative, which are
described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, the holding area was expanded
to have the capacity of up to 266 vehicles. This also helps to reduce the
queues from extending onto SR 525.
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I-122-001

We apologize that the cost estimates for the project alternatives were not
found on the project website when you reviewed it. The Draft EIS
provides the cost of each proposed alternative so the public can make
comparisons and additional updates were provided during the comment
period. Additionally, the Final EIS Executive Summary provides updated
cost information for each alternative.

Please note that the EIS is focused on identifying significant
environmental impacts for each alternative, and is not required to include
costs and financial plans for project.  However we agree that this
information is important to share with the public.

Please visit the project website asit will be updated periodically with new
information as the project progresses. The Mukilteo Multimodal Project's
web address is:
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/ferries/mukilteoterminal/multimodal/.
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I-123-001

Thank you for your comments on the Elliot Point 1 Alternative and
suggestions on ways to improve the alternatives. WSDOT has identified
a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred
Alternative. This decision was based on several factors including
comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes, and the
alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements for the
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Preferred Alternative as well as the updated discussion for the Elliot
Point 1 Alternative.

The Preferred Alternative would not affect the areas above the culvert
and does not propose to daylight Japanese Creek during construction of
this project. However, in the future the City of Mukilteo plans to restore a
section of Japanese Creek to its previous channel and daylight the creek
along the Possession Sound shoreline, which would restore riparian and
aquatic habitat. Daylighting Japanese Creek and other creek restoration
activities would increase riparian and aquatic habitat. The City recently
added weirs to a section of the creek to allow fish access to an adjacent
wetland, which increases rearing and foraging habitat.

Section 4.11 of the Final EIS discusses stormwater; however, final
design of the stormwater facilities is still in progress.

 

I-123-002

Your comments concerning the SR 525 bridge are acknowledged.
Although replacing this bridge is a separate issue and is not a
component of the Mukilteo Multimodal Project, it would be a
complementary investment that benefits the area.
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I-124-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has been developing alternatives for this project since 2004, the
beginning of the project's environmental process. See Appendix E,
Alternatives No Longer Considered, for a discussion of the alternatives
considered over the years. The public has had an opportunity to
participate and provide input during this time, and will continue to have
the opportunity through the life of the project. WSDOT values the public's
input as the agency evaluates alternatives.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•
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Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

 

I-124-002

The 73 percent increase in ridership from 2006 to 2030 can be found in
the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range Plan (2009). Ridership
projections are based on land use and socio-economic travel behavior,
trip distribution, and mode choice. Existing travel surveys are used to
inform these models. The deficiencies of the existing terminal, such as
failure to meet current seismic standards, are described in the Final EIS
Chapter 1, Purpose and Need. Further detail is available in Chapter 3,
Transportation, and in the Transportation Discipline Report.

 

I-124-003

The Preferred Alternative includes design refinements responding to
public and agency comments and suggestions, and results in a more
compact footprint with a continuous waterfront promenade. This
alternative would sit on the western portion of the tank farm property,
which would leave a portion of the property vacant and potentially
available for development opportunities by others. Please see Chapter 2,
Alternatives, of the Final EIS for information about the design
refinements; Chapter 7, Public Involvement, of the Final EIS for
coordination and outreach efforts related to this project; and Chapter 8,
Draft EIS Public Comments, for a summary of the public comment
process and types of comments received.
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I-125-001

The Mukilteo Multimodal Project's Transportation Discipline Report
provides more recent ridership projections for the Mukilteo-Clinton ferry
route. These projections are based on the WSDOT Ferries Division Final

Long-Range Plan (2009) year 2030 model and Puget Sound Regional
Council's year 2040 regional model. The need for the project also
includes safety and security, transit connectivity and reliability, and
growth in travel demand; the project also is designed to support local
and regional plans. Even without growth in ridership, the project would
be warranted today to address the problems at the terminal.

 

I-125-002

The Noise and Vibration Technical Report was developed based on
methodologies adopted by WSDOT, FHWA, and FTA. These
methodologies reflect a very conservative approach based on decades
of research and analysis of transportation projects and their noise
impacts on people. Current and future noise conditions are based on
direct measurements of noise levels as well as projected increases in
freight and passenger train traffic and ferry traffic (Chapter 4 of the
Technical Report). As described in Chapter 5 of the Technical Report,
the terminal dock with operating ferries were included in the screening
analysis for all alternatives, as were the roadway improvements. This
conservative screening analysis confirmed no noise or vibration impacts
would occur beyond the 50 dBA screening distance to project features
for the alternatives based on an average noise level over a 24-hour
period.

 

I-125-003

WSDOT identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as
the Preferred Alternative in consultation with other project partners,
including the City of Mukilteo.
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I-125-004

Several sections of the Draft EIS described applicable plans for other
potential uses of the tank farm property; these discussions are updated
in the Final EIS (see section 2.4, Other Activities in the Area, and section
4.2, Land Use). Chapter 2 describes the purpose and need for the
project, through which all alternatives were screened. The City Council's
vote was advisory; WSDOT and FTA remain the project's lead agencies
responsible for implementing the project after the NEPA process is
completed.
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I-126-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on comments from
the public, agencies and tribes, and the alternative's ability to meet the
project's purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Please see Chapter 2 of the
Final EIS for a description of the design refinements with the Preferred
Alternative.

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative would remain similar to
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. It is located on the
Mukilteo Tank Farm site. The Preferred Alternative's design can
accommodate a second slip should WSDOT decide to build one in the
future. Please see the Final EIS for details on the design refinements for
the Preferred Alternative. The Preferred Alternative does not include
development incentives for restaurant space. It is not within WSDOT's
authority to approve or include other developments within other parts of
the Tank Farm site. Any development on adjacent property will be
consistent with the City of Mukilteo and Everett's land use plans. The
City of Mukilteo is also working with Sound Transit to develop a new
pedestrian bridge to the commuter rail station.

Reconfiguring the Boeing Freeway as an alternative route to the terminal
is not being considered; SR 525 will continue to be the primary route to
the terminal. Many concepts and locations for the ferry terminal were
considered during the development of alternatives as described in the
Final EIS and the Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal Project

Alternatives History Through 2009 (published by WSDOT in June 2010).
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I-127-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on comments from
the public, agencies and tribes, and the alternative's ability to meet the
project's purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects. Design refinements were
made to the Elliot Point 2 Alternative to further its ability to meet purpose
and need and reduce environmental impacts.  Please see Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS for a description of the design refinements with the
Preferred Alternative.

WSDOT has been developing alternatives for this project since 2004, the
beginning of the project's environmental process. See Appendix E,
Alternatives No Longer Considered, for a discussion of the alternatives
considered over the years. The public has had an opportunity to
participate and provide input during this time, and will continue to have
the opportunity through the life of the project. WSDOT values the public's
input as the agency evaluates alternatives.

 

I-127-002

Please see the Final EIS for updated project information, including more
details about stormwater management. The Mukilteo Multimodal Project
would not cause an increase in demand, rather the project is proposed to
address to the anticipated growth; see the Draft EIS section 1.4.2 under
the heading "Growth in Travel Demand".  The ecosystems analysis does
not anticipate effects to fish in Japanese Gulch, particularly for the
Preferred Alternative, which would not alter the culverted stream. Please
see section 4.12 of the Final EIS for more information on ecosystems.
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I-128-001

Thank you for your comments. WSDOT has identified a modified version
of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This
alternative would move the ferry terminal to the Mukilteo Tank Farm
property and build one slip. However, the alternative's design would
accommodate another slip if WSDOT determines the need for one in the
future.
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I-129-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for the No-Build. The Final EIS discusses
your two main concerns, traffic (Chapter 3) and cultural resources
(Chapter 4, section 4.6). WSDOT has identified a modified version of the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was
based on several factors including comments from members of the
public, agencies, and tribes, and the alternative’s ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need while providing the best balance of
environmental benefits compared to effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
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of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

Your concerns about traffic and parking are understood. The multimodal
aspect of this project is meant to help address congestion in this area by
encouraging the use of various modes of transportation through better
connections to transit, rail, and ferries. The project is not expected to
increase vehicle volumes to the ferry compared to No-Build (information
on vehicle volumes can be found in Chapter 3, Transportation, of the
Final EIS). The Preferred Alternative would also avoid impacts to general
parking supply in Mukilteo's central waterfront area.

WSDOT is working with the City of Mukilteo and other local agencies to
address public safety concerns. In considering future projects on
corridors such as SR 525, WSDOT seeks to operate these corridors
efficiently and manage demand. Constructing a park-and-ride at Paine
Field would be considered as a separate project.

The Preferred Alternative would provide the most opportunity to
incorporate features into the terminal design to reflect the cultural and
historic significance of the project area to Native American tribes.
Chapter 7, Public Involvement, of the Final EIS describes the tribal
coordination efforts for this project.
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I-130-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and
identifying your preference for Elliot Point 2. WSDOT supports increasing
the number of walk-ons as well as providing a safe terminal for vehicles.
This project supports both of these interests.

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•
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The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.

 

I-130-002

Thank you for your comments regarding ferry user fees. Decisions about
fares are independent of this project. The Washington State
Transportation Commission evaluates the state's entire transportation
system and sets tolls for state highways and bridges, and fares for the
ferry system. The estimated cost range for each alternative has been
updated in the Summary of the Final EIS.
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I-131-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project and we
recognize that you do not favor the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative would remain similar to
the Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. The Preferred
Alternative would increase public access to waterfront areas and remove
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the Mukilteo Tank Farm Pier. In the long term, crabbing and fishing
would be available in much of the shoreline area, except for in the
immediate terminal vicinity. Please see the Final EIS for all the
information about Preferred Alternative design refinements.

 

I-131-002

Your preference for the Existing Site Improvements Alternative is
acknowledged. In developing the alternatives for the EIS, WSDOT
examined an array of configurations before arriving at the concept
defining for the Existing Site Improvements Alternative. WSDOT has
concluded that further refinements to this alternative would not
substantially change its performance compared to the other alternatives
considered. 

 

I-131-003

The Final EIS Chapter 3, section 3.3.1 and the Transportation Discipline

Report note that the ferry shoulder queues represent a typical weekday
period, and that longer ferry shoulder queues during times of higher ferry
use, such as Fridays, holidays, and during the summer, can extend past
Goat Trail Road.  Figure 3-2 in the Draft and Final EIS, depicts the
existing queue lengths along SR 525 and notes that the conditions on
the figure are: "As observed December 2010 for weekday evenings.
Longer queues often reported on weekends, holidays, and during
summer months."

As described in section 3.3.1 of the Final EIS and shown in Figure 3-6,
the queue lengths from the toll booths would be reduced with the
Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1, compared to the 2040 No-Build
Alternative. Because these alternatives propose to relocate the existing
ferry terminal to the east, the queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to
be shorter compared to today. The queue length on SR 525 would
increase slightly with the Existing Site Improvements Alternative.
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The base model month for traffic analysis was May, which is used by
WSDOT Ferries Division as an average travel month, and is consistent
with the Long-Range Plan. January is typically the lowest ridership
month. Additional information about travel forecasts and modeling is
included in section 3.2 of the Transportation Discipline Report

Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, describes the reasons WSDOT
is proposing the project; the purpose of the project is not focused on
reducing the queue on SR 525, although WSDOT is seeking to minimize
the adverse environmental effects of the propose project. Chapter 2,
Alternatives, describes how alternatives were developed to respond to
the purpose and need.  However, a system to manage peak
demand alone would not be effective in resolving the long term safety,
security and reliability issues for this essential public facility in a manner
consistent with the purpose and need.

 

I-131-004

As described in section 3.3.1 of the Draft EIS and the Final EIS (see
Figure 3-6), the queue lengths from the toll booths would be reduced
with Elliot Point 1 and the Elliot Point 2 (now Preferred) Alternatives,
compared to the 2040 No-Build Alternative. Because the Elliot Point
alternatives propose to relocate the existing ferry terminal to the east, the
queue lengths on SR 525 are anticipated to be shorter compared to
today. The queue length on SR 525 would increase slightly with the
Existing Site Improvements Alternative.  This comparaitive advantage
would still be in place during higher travel periods. 

The Final EIS Chapter 3.7 also includes mitigation measures proposed
for the Preferred Alternative, as well as other alternatives, updating the
potential measures described in the Draft EIS.  These mitigation
measures were defined in consultation with the City of Mukilteo and
balance the need to reduce the severity of transportation impacts, while

Mukilteo Multimodal Project
Final EIS Appendix K - Draft EIS Comments and Responses June 2013



Page 236

avoiding the creation of additional environmental effects to property or
other resources, including historic properties or archaeological sites.   

 

I-131-005

The issues mentioned in this comment are all discussed in detail in the
relevant sections of the Draft EIS, and updated information and
mitigation measures are provided in the Final EIS. Several of the topic
areas you mention were accompanied by additional technical reports
that provided further information.  However, you do not provide specific
examples of the types of impacts that you believe are not covered, and
you do not specifically refer to the EIS text itself, which would help
WSDOT and FTA respond to your comments in more detail. The
technical analysis for several of the areas you mention, including air
quality, noise and vibration, transportation, and visual impacts, each
have well defined methodologies that WSDOT and FTA have applied to
numerous projects that have undergone rigorous environmental review.
WSDOT and FTA have no information that would support the conclusion
that the project would affect the health and well being of north shore
residents; these populations would be on a hillside that is separated from
the closest sites by an existing railroad and a roadway; for air quality,
noise, visual, traffic and other environmental areas, the analysis
examines effects on sites that are closer than or in the same vicinity as
the area you mention, and the effects were the same or lower than No-
Build, or they were within acceptable ranges.

 

I-131-006

WSDOT has been developing alternatives for the Mukilteo Multimodal
Project since the beginning of the NEPA/SEPA process in 2004, and has
considered relocating the ferry terminal. A summary of this process can
be found in the Final EIS Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer
Considered. This analysis did look at locations in Edmonds and Everett.
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I-131-007

As noted in the response to I-131-001, a modified version of the Elliot
Point 2 Alternative has been selected as the Preferred Alternative. It has
been modified to reduce the project's footprint and maximize its
performance. Elliot Point 2 was supported by the majority of
commenters. The Preferred Alternative is supported by WSDOT's
partners including the City of Mukilteo.

 

I-131-008

Exhibit 3-7 in the Final EIS Transportation Discipline Report

approximates that 59 percent of the growth in PM peak ridership would
occur in the walk-on passenger category for westbound sailings
(Mukilteo to Clinton), 25 percent of the growth in vehicle passenger
(increasing vehicle occupancies), and 16 percent growth in vehicles. For
eastbound sailings (Clinton to Mukilteo) in the PM peak, the majority of
the growth occurs in vehicles and vehicle passengers because the
vehicle carrying capacity of these sailings is rarely exceeded today
during the PM peak. Therefore, the Mukilteo Multimodal Projects
emphasizes improvements focused on accommodating increased walk-
on passengers as well as vehicles. This project proposes to improve
connections to nearby bus and train stops. Also, additional bus facilities
are proposed as part of the Build Alternatives to improve the efficiency
and operation of transit at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal.
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I-132-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-132-002

The discussion of business displacements for each of the alternatives is
discussed in Final EIS section 4.2.3 Long-Term Environmental Impacts
and section 4.2.6 Cumulative Impacts. All of the alternatives would
displace the uses in the Mongrain Building. WSDOT is working with the
affected parties to provide compensation and relocation assistance in
compliance with applicable regulations. The Preferred Alternative would
not displace Ivar's.

Under any of the alternatives, the visual amenity of watching ferries
arrive and leave the terminal would be available from many viewpoints.

 

I-132-003

The Visual Quality analysis in Draft EIS section 4.4.2 Affected
Environment describes the extent to which natural features such as
Puget Sound, the Olympic Mountains and peaks in the Cascade
Mountains are available from various viewpoints and relate to elements
of the built environment including commercial and industrial uses and the
existing ferry terminal. The analysis in Draft EIS section 4.4.3 Long-Term
Environmental Impacts indicates that distant natural views will be
retained for all alternatives.  The character of development along the
waterfront will be changed little by the No-Build and Existing Site
Improvements Alternative. The Elliot Point 1 and 2 Alternatives generally
improve the visual quality of the shoreline by replacing portions of the
existing Tank Farm assemblage of partially demolished facilities with
linear open space along the shoreline and the ferry holding facility,
transit facilities as well as a smaller dock. The potential visual quality
impacts of redevelopment of portions of the waterfront not utilized by the
ferry terminal are discussed in Draft EIS section 4.4.6 Cumulative
Impacts. These areas would be available for development under city
codes for a variety of mixed uses and amenities such as open space and
a promenade along the shoreline. The visual impacts of such future non-
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ferry-related development is not affected by the choice of ferry terminal
alternatives.

 

I-132-004

Your comments about airplane and train noise are noted. In the Draft
EIS, the parking facility for employees associated with the Elliot Point 2
Alternative was the only project element with the potential to increase
noise levels at two sensitive receptors (Losvar Condominiums and Silver
Cloud Inn) within the project's noise screening area. However, to
minimize the potential for noise impacts, the Preferred Alternative has
been refined to move employee parking closer to the terminal and away
from the sensitive receptors.

 

I-132-005

Pedestrian safety is a top priority at WSDOT. Recent improvements
include a signal to direct pedestrians when it is safe to cross the transfer
span at the Mukilteo Ferry Terminal. Ferry employees are present at the
intersection during ferry terminal loading and unloading. The Preferred
Alternative would eliminate pedestrian conflicts at the transfer span,
which improves safety.

 

I-132-006

Thank you for your comments.
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I-133-001

Thank you for sharing your concerns about the air quality and cumulative
effects analysis in the Draft EIS. We hope our responses help better
explain the air quality analysis conclusions presented in the document.  

The Draft EIS comment period met the 45-day requirements for public
review established under NEPA and SEPA regulations.  The main EIS
was approximately 400 pages, with nearly 80 pages of figures and
illustrations to help readers, and it included a 30-page Executive
Summary reviewing the Draft EIS findings.  Your figure may include the
technical appendices and background technical report, which were
provided for additional reference, but the main section of the EIS fully
disclosed the anticipated adverse environmental effects of the
alternatives considered. 

 

I-133-002

Your concern about air quality impacts near your home is acknowledged,
and we are sorry to hear about your lung disease. Please note that the
section of the Draft EIS to which you refer (section 4.8) is the hazardous
materials section, not the air quality section. Air quality effects are
discussed in Section 4.7, Air Quality, which explains the air quality
standards set by the Environmental Protection Agency to protect public
health, including the health of "sensitive" populations such as asthmatics,
children and the elderly. The Mukilteo Multimodal Project must and will
conform to these standards.

It is generally acknowledged among air quality professionals and
scientists that the existing or background concentration in the Puget
Sound region is less than 3 parts per million (ppm) which is well below
the 9 ppm and 35 ppm for the 8 hour and 1 hour National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) set by EPA. CO was analyzed at new
signalized intersections out to the year 2040 assuming the proposed
project is built.  Receptors were placed within 10 feet of the vehicle
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sources. Predicted 8-hour emissions ranged between 3.6 ppm and 4.9
ppm which at this distance is only slightly above background levels and
well below the 9 ppm NAAQS standard. As the Draft EIS concludes, the
air quality in the study area during project operation will not exceed
EPA's standards for public health.

The vehicle holding area would be near capacity during some peak
periods, but the majority of time it would be substantially below capacity. 
We have found that under worst case scenarios less than 20 percent
of the vehicles in the holding area are idling. This is typically only on the
hottest or coldest day of the year to keep the heater or air conditioner
running.  Unlike cars queued up an intersection, random individual
vehicles dispersed throughout the holding area would not produce
concentrations that would violate the NAAQS.

 

I-133-003

The Draft EIS discussed potential cumulative impacts of the project on
the air quality, noise, transportation and land use.  These discussions
are in Chapter 3, Transportation; section 4.2, Land Use and Economics;
section 4.3, Noise and Vibration; and section 4.7, Air Quality, of both the
Draft EIS and the Final EIS.

There have been a few studies looking at how far particulates, mostly
from diesel engine emissions, travel away from the highway. Most
studies indicate that the concentrations of particulates drop off to around
half the original concentration before it reaches 500 feet from the
highway when the wind is blowing directly from the highway and the
monitor is downwind. At about 1,300 feet from the highway,
concentrations are not elevated above background levels. Particulate
matter emitted from vehicles at the terminal would be intermittent and
temporary and would not rise above background concentrations at these
distances.  It is also important to note that motor vehicles are subject to
emissions regulations that require them to be many orders of magnitude
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cleaner than the diesel locomotives commonly used daily along the
BNSF railroad tracks, which are nearer to your residence than any of the
alternatives considered. 

 

I-133-004

Thank you for sharing your concerns about the air quality and cumulative
effects analysis in the Draft EIS.

After the publication of the Draft EIS, WSDOT identified a modified
version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the Preferred alternative.
Some design refinements were identified to help the alternative better
meet  the project's purpose and need, reduce environmental impacts,
and improve other project features. Please see Chapter 2 in the Final
EIS for more information about these refinements.
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I-134-001

Thank you for your comments regarding the project alternatives and
identifying your preference for the Elliot Point alternatives. WSDOT has
identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative as the
Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors,
including comments from members of the public, agencies and tribes,
and the alternative's ability to meet the project's purpose and need while
provided the best balance of environmental benefits compared to effects.
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I-135-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements. The
Preferred Alternative would avoid displacing Ivar's.
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I-135-002

Your preference for smaller, less complicated alternatives is
acknowledged. Nearly three decades of planning efforts have focused on
different approaches and alternatives to address the need for
an improved multimodal facility at Mukilteo. Moving the terminal out of
Mukilteo to Everett was considered, but determined not feasible. For a
full summary of alternative development process for this project, please
see the Draft EIS Appendix E, Alternatives No Longer Considered.
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I-136-001

WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects. WSDOT has not made a final decision on the project until after
the environmental documentation is completed. Similarly, FTA will not
approve or take other action on the project until after the Final EIS has
been completed. Your opposition to the Elliot Point 1 Alternative is
acknowledged.

FTA and WSDOT are committed to conducting the NEPA and SEPA
process in a way that is fair, open, and in accordance with applicable
state and federal regulations. The project has a long history that reflects
the commitment of the agencies to seek public input throughout the
planning process, to develop and improve alternatives with the most
promise in achieving the project's purpose and need, to carefully
consider the findings of extensive environmental analysis, and to
consider the comments and suggestions of the public and other
agencies.

 

I-136-002

Both the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1 Alternative would extend
First Street to the Mount Baker railroad crossing, in part to improve
emergency access and egress. This is consistent with the City of
Mukilteo's plans to open the Mount Baker crossing to general-purpose
traffic.

The previous expansion of the vehicle holding area was implemented in
accordance with a previous environmental review and permitting
process, and is now considered an existing condition for which for further
mitigation is not proposed in this EIS. However, as part of the Preferred
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Alternative a continuous walkway would be provided along the shoreline
from the First Street extension to the Transit Center.

 

I-136-003

The Final EIS Chapter 3, Transportation and theEIS Transportation
Discipline Report (TDR) consider the effects of the anticipated 73
percent passenger growth for the route.  However, not all of this growth
would result in a commensurate increase in vehicle traffic using the
route. Both Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, and Chapter 3,
Transportation discuss the WSDOT Ferries Division Final Long-Range

Plan (2009) directions for addressing future growth by improving
multimodal functions and service rather than increasing vehicle carrying
capacity.  The analysis considers the increase across all modes, and
reviews future transportation conditions in the immediate vicinity of the
ferry terminal, local roadways in Mukilteo. The Final EIS provides
additional detail on transportation mitigation measures related to the
impacts that have been identified for the Preferred and other
alternatives. The Record of Decision for the project will detail the
mitigation commitments to be implemented as part of the project. 

 

I-136-004

The Mukilteo Multimodal Project does not propose modification or
replacement of the SR 525 bridge. Chapter 1 details the purpose and
need defined for the Mukilteo Multimodal project through public scoping;
WSDOT prioritizes bridge replacement projects through a separate
program, and the replacement of the bridge is not necessary to satisfy
the purpose and need for the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.   

 

I-136-005

Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS identified Mukilteo Lane as a potential route
that some pedestrians could use to reach the terminal, but it is not a
proposed element of the project. The Final EIS has been revised to
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clarify this distinction. Mukilteo Lane is a low volume residential roadway
that is currently used by pedestrian traffic, and the number of
pedestrians from the ferry using Mukilteo Lane is expected to be low.
This route would be more likely to be used by visitors to the Mount Baker
Terminal shoreline area, using the Mount Baker railroad crossing. The
Final EIS clarifies that the primary pedestrian route to the Preferred
Alternative (or Elliot Point 1) would be along the new First Avenue
extension leading to Preferred Alternative; this facility would be designed
to meet WSDOT design standards for vehicle and pedestrian safety.

 

I-136-006

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS and Chapter 7 of the Transportation Discipline

Report (TDR) describe potential measures to mitigate the impact for the
No-Build and Build Alternatives, including intersections on SR 525.  Not
all of the growth along SR 525 would be due to ferry traffic. The Record
of Decision will identify the committed mitigation measures to be
implemented as part of the project.

 

I-136-007

The operation of the build alternatives would not generate additional
traffic compared to No-Build, but would help minimize the impacts of
the future traffic that is expected whether this project is built or not. The
air quality analysis indicates that the Mukilteo Multimodal Project would
not result in adverse air quality impacts in the study area. Chapter 4.7 of
the Draft and Final EIS discuss the localized air quality analysis
conducted (known as "hot spot" analysis), which models locations
identified as having the highest  numbers of queuing vehicles and then
predicts the potential for people who are immediately adjacent to be
exposed to contaminants that exceed EPA-designated thresholds. The
analysis showed that none of the alternatives would violate air quality
standards in any location, and additional mitigation is not necessary. The
residential areas to the south of the alternatives are further removed
from the areas analyzed in detail. The exposure levels would be less
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than the areas modeled and are anticipated to be below the typical
background levels found in the area, which currently meet national air
quality standards.       

 

I-136-008

Both the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1 Alternative would extend
First Street to provide access to the ferry terminal. The roadway would
be 4-lanes to the ferry toll booths, and then narrow to 2/3 lanes. The First
Street extension would provide clearly marked pedestrian crossing
locations, including at least 2 crossings at a signalized intersection for
pedestrians. The project would also construct a portion of the waterfront
promenade, providing pedestrian access to the waterfront, as part of
these two Build alternatives. As your comment notes, the BNSF railroad,
which has been in its current location since the earliest days of the city's
settlement, is between the city and the waterfront; the existing Tank
Farm is also not open to the public and separates the city from a large
part of the waterfront area. Both the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point
1 would increase access to the waterfront and they would not create
additional barriers within the city. 

 

I-136-009

The Draft EIS and the Final EIS disclose that all build alternatives would
require the acquisition of the building in which the glass studio and
related tenants and businesses are housed. Compensation and
relocation assistance would be provided in compliance with application
regulations.

 

I-136-010

Traffic signals would provide clearly marked and safe locations for
pedestrians to cross the First Street extension; they would not be
considered a barrier because they facilitate safe access. The proposed
terminal configurations for the Preferred Alternative and Elliot Point 1,
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which include the First Street extension traffic signal, would improve
vehicle and pedestrian access to businesses along Front Street. Both
alternatives would reduce vehicle queues from the ferry terminal, even
with the added traffic signal at the SR 525/First Street intersection.

 

I-136-011

These suggestions are noted; however, building wider sidewalks on
the SR 525 bridge or a pedestrian underpass are not components of the
Mukilteo Multimodal Project, as noted above in response to your
comment I-136-004. The project does not worsen the condition of the
bridge; therefore, mitigation is not proposed.

 

I-136-012

The park was included as part of the Section 4(f) analysis in the Draft
EIS. The Elliot Point 1 Alternative has been refined to avoid impacts to
the shoreline access area. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for
further discussion.

 

I-136-013

The Mukilteo Tank Farm Pier has some habitat for wildlife that has
adapted to it. Section 4.12, Ecosystems, of the Final EIS discusses the
habitat and wildlife in the project area along with the potential impacts,
benefits, and mitigation measures for the alternatives. 

Removing the pier will improve shoreline and nearshore habitat by
reducing overwater cover that shades aquatic vegetation and likely
provides a barrier to nearshore salmonid migration. Removing the pier
and existing terminal will also reduce the net overwater cover (section
4.12.3 of the Final EIS); this reduction of overwater cover would be
considered mitigation for the project. Other opportunities for shoreline
and nearshore habitat restoration are under consideration.
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I-136-014

In addition to using fill to avoid cultural resources on the Mukilteo Tank
Farm site, the Preferred Alternative avoids constructing any of the
buildings or other features requiring foundations within the shell midden,
a sensitive archaeological site. For example, utilities will avoid the shell
midden; fill or other measures such as routing the utilities around midden
areas are likely strategies that would be further explored during final
design.

It is unclear if the comment is addressing other, unrelated development
within the midden's boundaries, or if it is discussing developments other
than holding lanes, but fill could be used to mitigate impacts at other
locations or developments as well. However, other developments may
not be subject to the same federal laws governing the Mukilteo
Multimodal Project. A qualitative discussion of cumulative effects that
may occur as a result of this project and other planned projects in the
area is considered as part of the EIS discussions in Chapter 3 and 4 for
all areas of the environment, including historic resources.

 

I-136-015

While WSDOT and the City of Mukilteo have implemented a series of
measures to accommodate growing demand and address immediate
safety issues at the existing terminal, these short term improvements do
not address the full array of needs and concerns facing the existing
terminal. Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, describes in detail why the Build
alternatives are proposed. The No-Build Alternative is required under
both NEPA and SEPA and is a point of comparison for the Build
alternatives, but as a standalone alternative it does not address the
purpose and need for the project. The Existing Site Improvements
Alternative represents an alternative staying in the current location but
reconfiguring and expanding it to help address the larger set of
transportation and safety needs facing the Mukilteo terminal. Your
comment does not identify specific mitigation measures that could be
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considered, but the reconfiguration of local streets and the inclusion of
pedestrian and intersection improvements for the Existing Site
Improvements Alternative could be considered measures that minimize
or avoid worsening the existing and future safety and congestion impacts
anticipated with a No-Build Alternative.

 

I-136-016

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project Draft
EIS. Please refer to response to your comment I-136-001 above.
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I-137-001

Thank you for your comments on the Mukilteo Multimodal Project.
WSDOT has identified a modified version of the Elliot Point 2 Alternative
as the Preferred Alternative. This decision was based on several factors
including comments from members of the public, agencies, and tribes,
and the alternative’s ability to meet the project’s purpose and need while
providing the best balance of environmental benefits compared to
effects.

Several refinements to the Preferred Alternative have been identified to
further improve its ability to meet the purpose and need, reduce
environmental impacts, or enhance other project features. These
refinements have been incorporated and are intended to:

Minimize queuing on SR 525•
Develop passenger buildings without constructing within a shell
midden (a sensitive archaeological site)

•

Avoid impacts to the Sound Transit Mukilteo Station's existing
parking

•

Avoid reducing the general parking supply in Mukilteo's central
waterfront area

•

Provide a continuous walkway along the shoreline from the First
Street extension to the transit center

•

Better accommodate potential design features that reflect the site's
cultural and historic significance to Native American tribes

•

Accommodate a relocated fishing pier and seasonal day moorage•
Extend First Street from SR 525 to the Mount Baker railroad
crossing to improve emergency access and egress

•

The overall footprint of the Preferred Alternative remains similar to the
Elliot Point 2 Alternative depicted in the Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 2
of the Final EIS for information about the design refinements.
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I-137-002

Ultimately, a public access road is planned to the Mount Baker Terminal,
but the Port is waiting for the U.S. Air Force property transfer before it
undertakes this improvement.

The Preferred Alternative would extend First Street to an intersection
with the Mount Baker railroad crossing, which would improve emergency
access and egress. The intersection to the crossing would also be
designed to serve non-motorized users as well as general purpose
vehicles, consistent with the City of Mukilteo’s plan to open the Mount
Baker crossing to general-purpose traffic when the Port of Everett
completes an access road leading to the Mount Baker Terminal and the
terminal’s public shoreline access area.
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